

'OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE' 


6 - 16-70 


History in the Making 
aa narrated 
On a One Dollar Note 

First remove from your wallet a One Dollar Federal Reserve Note and place it before you 
with the reverse side face up. You will observe two encircled symbols representing the 
GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES . The Pyramid is depected on the left and the American 
Bald Eagle on the right side. It is surprising to learn how little most people know about 
the Heritage of our Country as narrated from these symbols on our moat used One Dollar Bill. 

THE PYRAMID , as can be noted, is not complete - the top part is missing; this means that 
there is much work in the Republic and it is expected that the United States will always be 
growing and building. The All Seeing Eye inside the radiant triangle at the top of the 
Pyramid emphasizes the importance of putting the spiritual welfare of our country above the 
material things; it also indicates Education and Freedom of Knowledge; Benjamin Franklin was 
the one who suggested this Eye of Providence. Note the Pyramid has lj). steps or blocks of 
Rock, meaning that there were original States that belonged to the Union. The words in 
Latin at the top of the inside circle spell Annuit Coeptis in letters, meaning in English, 
God has favored our enterprise. The Roman Numbers MDCCLKXVI at the base of the Pyramid add 
up to 177 6 , signifying the beginning of the United States as an Independent Nation, so the 
Pyramid actually stands for Strength and Endurance. Many of the words and symbols are in 
"thirteens" because of the original lj£ States. The three words in Latin Novus Qrdo Seclor'^ 
AT the bottom of the inside circle, directly under the Pyramid, mean in English "The New 
Order of the Ages", signifying that the new Republic introduced a new age in tne life and 
freedom of the people of the world and ushered in an era in which the people themselves 
could exercise their God given rights to self-government. 

THE AMERICAN BALD EAGLE within the Symbol circle represents the other half of the Great 
Seal. It first became our National Emblem in 1782 when it was chosen as a symbol of 
strenth and victory. Above the Ease's Head you will see a ring of light with Stars in 
the back-ground. In the beak of the Eagle is the wording in Latin "E Pluribus Unum" meaning 
one out of many. The shield on the brest of the Eagle represents Congress. The _1£ Stripes 
of the shield represents the first idea of a United States and the stripes in our flag. 

One Claw of the Eagle is holding an Olive branch with _1£ leaves and seeds on it which 
represents Peace; the other Claw is holding 1_J arrows of the American Indian origin 
symDolizing war. Note the Eagle is always looking towards the Olive leaves, indicating a 
desire for Peace. 
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Mnd. Mango Ruddell 
(diton, (pin UJonld 

Dean. Mnd. Ruddell: 


A gneat nation celebnating due tw-hundneddi annivendang 
of ltd founding, that in mg opinion id a govennment ad gneat ad due 
united Stated of. Amenica, widi ltd own mirvt Linden diein command, 
dhouJd dtnike Ltd own coin on. colnd fon due. Bicentennial. Ot 
would be advidable to get due bald. nolling on die maiden, eanlg 
and come u.p iuii/i a finm commlimeni fon. 1776. Ad we all know too 
weld, die dnaldj-like movement taken in Wadhington bg oun gneat 
White Fathen and Bnothend in govennment, which, had been a pnoven 
fact to date, dueh ad diein failwue to dtnike a coin in ho non. 
of die late and gneat Dwight, (idenhowen and many, othen duggedted 
coind in honon. of deeeaded outdtonding men of oun. time. ouuch 
duggedtiond have orxtg led to dickening and bickening among oun 
men in govennment, 

Ad a duggediion, whg not make due pnoof detd of 1^7A 
a Bicentennial dec bg changing the Revende dide of due coind 
1776 - 1976 . 

Let'd leave Medald to the Medal Makend, duck ad die 
Fnanklin Mint and oduend dominating that tgpe. budinedd « 

Veng tnulg gound, 


(KL:MST 


(honied 


v: 


/ 



Promote Youth In Numismatics Through the A.N.A. 

YOUTH IS THE WORLD S MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE! 

THE BOY OR GIRL YOU HELP TODAY - WILL BE THE NUMISMATIfiYoF TOMORROW 
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Briefly then, my thought is to start compiling the i 
formation which the special committee may find useable 
in connection with the big occasion. Presumably funds 
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(join Mondd 

Attention: hind flange 'RuaaqJJL 
Dean, flange: 

Tmodt tjou. had. a wondenfud time at the (pnvendion. 0 am encdoAing. a cand 

fdnaddy fnom the Vena Beach. man^who waui dune he had a Libendy 1^13 hitched and ad 
you can. -dee by. hLd cand and the date of. nepdy to my ledtrvu 0 goueAn you cant win. 
them add, bud id wad adnyj 

The lady who dyped my detten. do you on the Bicendeniadfdefd oud a panagnaph and 
in a hwmy do yed id off yjadd signed id budj 0 eaid 

"Amedad dheudd nod be u>ded fen. the (onrnemo nation of the founding, of thJbd (pundny 
aud f medadd have, thene place in he no/ling. States, Badebadd playead, and othen. cedebnidied • 


Bedd wLdhed to you and the fine people that make, up (join Honldj 


Sincenedy 

,N- 



Promote Youth In Numismatics Through the A.N.A. 

YOUTH IS THE WORLD'S MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE! 


THE BOY OR GIRL YOU HELP TODAY - 


ILL BE THE NUMISMATI<$ OF TOMORROW 








HKSTPPY rVliUSIIINC COMPANY, INC. 


W HITMAN DIVISION 


August 28, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell, Executive Editor 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

It was thoughtful of you to contact me concerning my thoughts on 
the 1976 bicentennial celebration. I have given it some consider¬ 
ation and, although I am afraid I have not come up with anythin g 
spectacular or original, I believe that of all the possibilities, 
the most practical would be for the government to issue a set of 
coins with special designs for each denomination. These should 
be normal circulating coins, very much like the 1967 issue of 
Canada. As a special treat for collectors, I would like to see 
special proof and uncirculated sets packaged and sold, but above 
all I would recommend that the bulk of these coins be ordinary 
circulating issues and in quantities sufficient for everyone to 
be able to use them in change. I would like to see them issued 
for one year only and then revert to the normal coin designs. 

Frankly, much of my feeling about this is based on business 
motives; I believe that many new collectors would be interested 
in the hobby if such coins actually reached circulation. On the 
other hand, a one-year issue would not disrupt the normal date 
collector and he could continue his set of Lincoln cents, etc. 
without interruption, either with or without the bicentennial 
commemoratives. 

As far as designs go, I would not be so impractical as to suggest 
open competition, but feel that the Mint staff, particularly 
Mr. Gasparro, are far better qualified to do such work. I would 
hope, however, that the designs would be modern and attractive. 
There has been some talk of reviving older coin designs, which at 
first had some appeal to me, but on reflection I feel would be 
rather impractical. 
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Mrs. Marlon Russell 


2 


August 28, 1970 


In summary, I would say be guided by what Canada did with their 
centennial coins. They were a successful and appealing adjunct 
to their normal coinage, which seems to be just what we want 
for the United States celebration. 

Apart from national coinage, I am sure the Mint will issue 
special medals, perhaps for each state or major historical event, 
and these might extend over a period of several_years. I would e 
very much in favor of this, especially the new inexpensive medals 
the Mint is experimenting with. I feel strongly, however, a 
they should be separate and apart from coinage and not in any way 
a commemorative coin issue. 

As to Mr. Norweb's suggestion about an anthology on colonial 
coins, I am not only delighted with his suggestion but Pleased 
and flattered to think that my name was mentioned in connection 
with it. There are many other specialists who would have to be 
involved in such a project, among them Eric Newman falter Breen, 
Richard Picker, Q. David Bowers, James Spilman, and Bob Vlack. 
Somewhere on that list Maury Gould 's name might be mentioned, but 
I believe he would quickly admit he is not a real speciali 

I have given much thought to what might be done in such a project 
and offer this suggestion. It is not only a national annrversa y, 
but 1975 marks the 100th birthday of S.S. Crosby's monumental work 
on colonial coins. Since that time,.as you might well imagine, a 
great deal of research and new material has appeared, and I fee 
it would be a most fitting tribute to republish the^°comDiling 
in an updated version, with specialists m each series compiling 
as much information as possible in the various areas < 
this book. Much of the work has already been started Breen has 
made an annotated copy of Crosby, and specialists on Massachusetts, 
Vermont, Connecticut, and other colonial coins have completed 
studies on die varieties, most of them in unpublished form. 

Over the years this group of specialists has often discussed the 
poIsiSfty o? such aVoject but it has always ^YmSs? 

and time consuming to begin in earnest. As a J^i^^basis The 
qfate that it can probably NOT be done on a profitable basis. ihe 
boo£ woufd be very"expensive, have a limited audience and publishing 
costs would be enormous, yet the impact of such a *°° k 
anniversary celebration would be tremendous, not only from a numis 


Mrs. Marion Russell 


August 28, 1970 


- 3 - 


matic standpoint, but for its historical value. If the 
Commission or someone like Mr. Norweb could underwrite the 
cost of such a book, the event would surely go down in history. 

Thanks again for asking my opinion. I hope I have been of some 
assistance and would be happy to discuss any of these points at 
length with you. 


Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 

^ 

Kenneth E. Bressett 
Manager 

Whitman Coin Supply Division 


KEB:ca 
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PLANNING IN ADVANCE FOR THE BICENTENNIAL OF OUR (U. 3.) INDEPENDENCE ( auggeation ) 


Tho American Dollar ia many things to many people but very few Americana know the 
complete hiatorical background of the (2) enoircled symbols depicted on the reverse 
aide of our moat used One Dollar Federal Reserve Note. 

3ome of ua familiar with U. S. currency believe that our present One Dollar Note 
contains more American history related in the Great Seal of the United States than 
any other denomination of our currency but that some of the significant historical 
facts pertaining to the (2) symbols need to be disclosed and some phases described 
in every day laymen 1 s language. 

Within the next few years, by 1976 or even before, wouldn't it be an appropriate 
period to commemorate Our American Heritage by producing a bicentennial Federal 
Reserve Note preferably in the denomination of a Dollar Bill primarily because of 
its extensive ev.ery day circulation? 

As the basis for a new design, a portion of the reverse side of our present,One 
Dollar Federal Reserve Note could be used, retaining the (2) encircled symbols 
representing the Great Seal of the United States as well as our country's National 
Motto "In God We Trust" which phrase is now mandatory on all U.3 . currency. The 
superfluou3 space now .containing (in large letters) the word ONE could be 
replaced with a brief explanation of the significance of the Latin expressions 
encircling the Pyramid and other pertinent facts that space would permit about the 
(2) symbols, including the American Bald Eagle. Both sides of the jfote would be 
diatincly marked Bicentennial Federal Reserve Note or otherwise appropriately 
designed for the occasion. It seems deserving and fitting that the Great Seal of 
the United States should be a prominent part.of our Bicentennial activities as the 
first committee appointed to design the Seal was formulated on July 4, 1776, a 
very significant date. The committee consisted of three great Americans, 3enjamin 
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. 

If everyone knew and respected the meaning of the symbols, the Pyramid and the 
Eagle, a3 originated and designed by our forefathers, it is conceivable that Law 
and Order would provail at all times, even under abnormal conditions and would 
make for a better world. 

In the opinion of some people a Federal Reserve Note of thi3 type would be much 
more appropriate than the recently discussed Mount Rushmore design and would 
disclose significant facts representing all the States and all the people of our 
country. The Mount Rushmore design would represent only a small section of our 
country with only (4) of its leaders represented and most of these are already on 
our present currency. 

A3.a matter of fact the major design on the reverse side of our present One Dollar 
Bill hasn't been changed since the 1955 Series when the late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, along with his Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau, was instrumental 
in placing the Great Seal of the United States on the then One Dollar Silver 
Certificate. Later in this series the words "In God We Trust" were added. As one 
can note many years have passed since this last design change took place. 

Food for Thought - Just a few years ago Canada produced a One Dollar Bill 
commemorating their Centennial of Canadian Confederation. 


Fred Gadjen 

515 Ridgeaale Road 
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Ken Parent 
Apartment 3E 
728 Hinman Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 60602 

Margo Russell 
Editor, C oin Wo rl d 
Sidney, Ohio ^56^5 


Oear Sir or Madam: 

I am writing to you because of your unique position 
to affect a change in the United States' coinage 
laws as they would apply to our Bicentennial cele¬ 
brations . 

It has come to my attention that the U.S. Treasury 
and the Bureau of the Mint are in opposition to any 
Bicentennial coinage program that would involve alteration 
of our current design scheme. They desire that 
numismatic recognition of the event.be confined to 
medals of an "official" nature. 

1 must object. I viewed with envy the beautiful 
Centennial coinage Canada produced in 1967; it was 
designed to be a unique medallic art offering, de¬ 
picting wildlife peculiar to Canada. It was a treasure 
for coin collectors and the non-c-Hectors alike to 
h»ve and remember. Certainly this nation should be 
original enough, flexible enough o create its own 
distinctive coinage for its two hundredth birthday. 

I hope that you will do whatever you can to secure 
passage of the necessary legislation to insure that 
this nation produces a distinctive, cupro-nickel 
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September 11, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell 
Coin World 
P. 0. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 453^5 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for the compliment in asking me my opinion as to what should 
be done regarding the commemoration of the American Revolution Bi¬ 
centennial. 

Numismatically speaking, it would seem to me that the most logical choice 
to commemorate the Bicentennial would be a Commemorative Half Dollar. If 
possible, it should be struck in silver and in limited edition - perhaps 
50,000 pieces. I would presume that this coin would be struck at the 
Philadelphia Mint. If so, the Mint could certainly charge a substantial 
premium. Distribution should be made on the basis of one to a customer, 
obviously. 

I do feel that this would recreate an interest in the entire commemorative 
series and certainly of interest to the entire numismatic world. 


Very truly yours, 



David J. Shapiro 


DJS 



Maurice M. Gould 

Post Office Box 2^07, Sepulveda, California 913J+3 

September 11, 1970 


Dear Margo: 

As per your letter regarding the Bi-Centennial Commission meeting- first, I 
am highly in favor of Herb Bergen's idea of the fractional currency, I 
believe this would be an exciting numismatic innovation. 

Second, through a number of years, through my syndicated column, I have spoken 
about a commemorative coin for the 200th anniversary of our country, A commemorative 
coin would not only be prized by the numismatic fraternity, but by the stamp and 
other hobby collectors and the general public, and would be most appropriate 
now that we have a numismatic division in our government, 

I hope that First day-first issue covers,which are now so popular, will also 
be considered on the day the material is introduced to the public. The Mint 
cover is an example of a popular item which sold out immediately, 

I am also in favor of a number of Mint medals to be struck for the various areas 
that have the history of the country as an integral part of their background. 

For instance, New England should have the New England history, Philadelphia its 
own, etc, 

Hope you have a nice meeting. Best wishes from Jean and myself. 

Please say Hi to Hugh Hall for me, the Executive Deputy Director, He worked for 
the San Diego Commission until he went to Washington for his new position. 


MMS: jsg 


Sincerely, 

/W, 


Maury Gould 


Author of syndicated column; “Coin Roundup” 
and articles for General Features Corporation 
— affiliate of Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 
Lecturer, instructor in Numismatics. 

Fcllow, Royal Numismatic Society. 

Fellow, Canadian Numismatic Research Society. 
Life Member, American Numismatic Association. 
Life Member, Canadian Numismatic Association. 
Life Member, Numismatic Literary Guild. 




&ZfUtcU "PloAtiCA 


MASSILLDIM, OHIO 
SEPTEMBER llto, 1970 


COIN WORLD 
P.O. BOX 150 
SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 
ATTN: MARGO RUSSELL 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for your letter of September 8L? regarding your assignment 
on the important ARB Commission's Coins and Medals advisory panel. 

It is, of course, a difficult assignment, as it is always difficult 
to foresee what the future holds for the many various items connected 
with the coin and medal business in which we are both involved. How¬ 
ever, in our particular business of making coin holders for customers 
all over the world, it has been significantly noticed during the past 
year that our business has become more and more involved in making 
holders for medals and less and less involved in making holders for 
coins. 

Of course, it is anybodies guess as to how long the current interest 
balloon in medals will continue to rise. It is my belief that it 
will go considerably higher before leveling off or before starting a 
descent. 

We are gearing more and more of our products to accommodate the 
various medals and medal series that are currently on the market 
today. It would be my opinion that a medal commemorating the American 
Revolution Bicentennial, climaxing in 1976, would meet with a great 
deal of acceptance nationwide. 

This is, of course, an opinion which is biased perhaps by the fact 
that our business has become more and more closely affiliated to 
supplying products for medal manufacturers than it ever has before. 

Sincerely, 



TBM/ma 


3136 DELLWOOD AVE. N. W. CANTON. OHIO 44708 
PLANT- P.O. BOX 543 MASSILLON, OHIO 44646 
PHONE 216 - 832-4287 






Ray Byrne 

701 North Negley Avenue 
Pittsburgh. Pa. i52oe 
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SEPTEMBER 11, 1970 


Mrs. Margot Russell, 
COIN WORLD, 

P.O.Box 150, 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Margot: 

Thanks for your kind letter and request for save of my ideas 
for the ARB in 1976, numismatically, that is. 

As you know, today's papers carried the story <£l/er the Presidential 
naming of Philadelphia being the site for the celebration. Now, where 
does the A.N.A. fit in here with their convention being set for New York 
in '76? 

My ideas on hew to numismatically celebrate this historic event 
will, you can see further dewn, closely coincide with the already proposed 
iterrs of a coin, medal and a piece of fractional currency. 

I would, hewever like to recommend that the coin to be chosen 
as the official carrmerative for the 200th year celebration be...'.'The 
Continental Dollar" which has so much history behind it as well as 
the tremendous symbolism portrayed on its obverse and reverse. You 
undoubtedly knew my opinion on the coining of a cormerative half-dollar 
too. Thb nation and its coin collectors would be tremendously pi eased 
with the renewed initiative and impetus that such a coin would give the 
hobby. We have sadly missed the continuance of this series. The only 
hold I would recarmend on such an endeavor would be that but a single 
cammerative be introduced on, say a yearly basis. We have 
many histric events, personalities, heroes, and. the like that, in 
my cpinion deserve to be so honored. We have long missed a bet in 
cempetition with other nations, "so called coins and ccamneratives" 
that have flooded the American market and taken millions of dollars 
to foreign shores. /A 1 tit-for-tat' is not the basis for this argument 
however, it seems to me that a rented sense of patriotism is best 
exhibited and remembered in the coinage which the citizens use daily. 

The distribution must , hewever remain open to all corners on 
an equal basis--no distributors nor favortism to dealers—much like 
the premised distribution under the new Treasury's Numismatic A.qency. 


A fractional currency note to ccmmerate this ARB celebration 
is notable but I have one question.. .will it be a legal tender series 
ana for hew long or, will it simply be a 'throwaway' item having no 
value excepti to connotate the birth of our United States? 

I would not like to get into the hassle on the "Ike" Silver 
dollar. I really d<ratTa^NtoajM,att£U^ this the first 
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of a series of ccrnmerative half-dollars. My feelings are, first off, not 
to issue a coin that is not equivalent or superior to these fantasies being 
foisted on the collecting fraternity by private enterprise. To tin accomplish 
this--the coin must be of silver and proof. One that will be kept for not 
only its monetary value but primarily for its historic significance and 
esthetic values. 

Most of us are quite aware that there is, in fact, plenty of silver 
available to accomplish this endeavor, IF confined to the ccnmerative series. 
We have sold Mexico 12,000,000 oz. of silver to make seme of their coins that 
were sold, for the most part, back to the American collector...AND, from a 
nation that is one of the largest sources of silver in the world. If worse 
ccmes to worse, then use the hoard of silver dollars for the initial issuance 
of an outstanding ccmmerative... ie, 1, A Continental Dollar and 2. a 1976 
(200th Anniversary) Ccmmerative Half dollar. 

Man, I do run at the mouth and my typing will reed a translator. 

My warmest personal regards, always, Dont forget another couple 
rounds of Champagne Coct a ils in Washington. It is one of the great moronts 
of each convention for me. 



P.S. If you think of it, see if my Coin World Subscription is getting posted. 
Sept. 9th issue reached me a week late. 

Haventt heard a word about the box of coins I "misplaced 1 at the 
St. Iouis show. Turned my head the wrong way (as I often do) and 
vham...they were gone. Two of the plate coins (Holey Dollars) frem 
the March Numismatist story were in it too, besides four others that 
I can positively identify (three frem Clyde Hubbard), etc. etc. 



Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

My partner, Joel Coen and myself are delighted that you have asked us 
to submit an idea to further numismatics in conjunction with the Two 
Hundreth Anniversary of our American Revolution. 

There is no doubt in our minds that the most prestigious item in the field 
of numismatics which can best be used to commemorative the founding of 
our country can only be done through the minting of a silver dollar. The 
first and only commemorative dollar in this country - the Lafayette dollar 
pays respect to two great men involved in the revolution and on the 200th 
Anniversary of such an event, it is only fitting that the Dollar size coin 
be minted in silver to depict such an event. 

Since the price of silver has been slowly on the rise no one can predict 
what silver will cost in 1976, however such a coin can be on the drawing 
boards and then at the proper time, a fair value can be made on the coin 
a nd there is nothing to stop our country from minting a silver coin with a 
face value of $5.00 if this is necessary to do so if the price of silver comes 
near such a value. 

After the face value of the coin has been determined, this coin should be 
offered to the public at a slight premium, the excess amoun6over face to 
be used to pay for the expenses of the committee handling such an anniversary. 
This would be consistent with the sale of Commemorative Halves in tie past 
and since the Silver Dollar or Crown size coin is most ideal, we wholeheartedly 
recommend such a Commemorative coin for this event. 

We frown upon a medal as this leads to great profit for a few individuals and 
has no actual value such as a coin. 
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29 SOUTH EIGHTEENTH STREET • PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19103 
TELEPHONE: 215 LO 3-2464 - 4232 


September 11, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 


Hello Margo: 

Thank you for asking my thoughts regarding the 1976 Cen¬ 
tennial Commemorative. 

Actually, I like Mr. Bergen's suggestion about fractional 
currency. However, rather than have it resemble the actual 
fractional currency, I would suggest using the Obverse and 
Reverse of the Libertas Americanas Medal, since it was ex- 
cuted to commemorate our final victory for Independence. 

The Obverse, of course was used on the A.N.A. 1969.badge, 
and it also the model for the 1793 half cent, but it still 
is most beautiful and befitting Liberty. The Reverse of the 
Libertas Americanas Medal depicts the infant Hercules on his 
shield shaped cradle, strangling a serpent in each.hand,Minerva, 
representing France repelling the attack of the British Lion. 

Of course, the same medal executed in bronze, silver and gold 
would be a fine commemoration of our struggle for Independence. 

Thanks for the self-addressed envelope. Your're a dear. 

By the way, I still get a silent chuckle when I think of the 
OTACS meeting and'after meeting. 
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LOT No. 1402 


LIBERTAS AMERICAN AS MEDALS -SILVER & BRONZE 

Commissioned b v B. Franklin-The *£g«*u\L..y one 1976 . Cen¬ 

tennial Commemorative. 

Actually, I like lYlr . Bergen's suggestion about fractional 
currency. However, rather than have it resemble the actual 
fractional currency, I would suggest using the Obverse and 
Reverse of the Libertas Americanas Medal, since it was ex- 
cuted to commemorate our final victory for Independence. 

The Obverse, of course was used on the.A.N.A. 1969 badge, 
and it also the model for the 1793 half cent, but it still 
is most beautiful and befitting Liberty. The Reverse of the 
Libertas Americ-inas Medal depicts the infant Hercules on his 
shield shaped cradle, strangling a serpent in each hand,Minerva, 
representing France repelling the attack of the British Lion. 

Of course, the same medal executed in bronze, silver and gold 
would be a fine commemoration of our struggle for Independence. 

Thanks for the self-addressed envelope. Your're a dear. 

By the way, I still get a silent chuckle when I think of the 
0TACS meeting and'after meeting. 


Fondly, 

A 




nA 
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ROBERT R. JOHNSON, INC. 

1254 MARKET STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94102 
(415) 861-5942 


9 - 12-70 


Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin Wprld 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Margo: 

Your letter of the 8th received 
and I really appreciate your writing me on 
this matter. I would really feel it a shame 
if our nation failed to commemorate an event 
as significant as the Bicentennial of the 
American Revolution coming up in 1976. 

Numismatically this should be 
done by the authorization and issuance of 
a commemorative fifty cent piece honoring 
this date as was done in 1926 at the sesqui- 
centennial of this most important event in 
the history of our country. My best wishes 
go with you on this project!! 
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September 12, 1970 


American Revolution 
Bicentennial Commission's 
Advisory Panel 

Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 

Coin World 

Sidney, Ohio 45565 

Dear Mrs. Russell* 


At the American Numismatic Association's business 
meeting held recently in St Louis mention was made 
of wanting suggestions for our Country's 
Bicentennial, now in the planning stages. 

I attended this Convention (all 5 days) and would 
like to offer the attached as a suggestion. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Enclosures 


FG 





Miami, Fla., coin dealer, paper money 
specialist, past chairman of the 
American Numismatic Association convention. 
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P. O. BOX 1 23 
ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
Area Code 516 • 621-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 


9/12/70 


Dear Margo: 

Thanks very much for your nice letter, and for the envelope, which does 
save time, since I do all of my own typing. I discussed this thoroughly 
with Herb Bergen at the convention, and I’m heartily in favor of the 50 
fractional currency idea. I pointed out to him that the Continental Congress 
authorised fractional denominations for their 2/17/76 issue. These were: 

1/6 dol; l/3 dol; |-dol; and 2/3 dol. The odd denominations were for the 
purpose of figuring in shillings and pence. If you'd look on page X 32 
of Newman's Early Paper Money of America, you'll see the l/6 dol. illustrated, 
which was the same general design as the ', showing the Fu^io obverse design, 
which is believed to have originated with Franklin, and the Continental dollar 
reverse. I gave one of these /dol notes to Herb at the convention, and he, in 
turn, gave it to Mr. Conlon (?) of the Bureau of printing and Engraving, who, 

I was told, was very impressed with it. It was my idea to use this same 
design, though the size of the bill could be changed to be more convenient, 
and that it might be a good idea to have the issue date 2/17/1976. Actually, 

I think that the size should be the same size as our^Tso that it would be 
convenient to oui present day wallets, and would have enough room to. in- 
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corporate all of the items that are legally necessary in the design. The note 
that I gave Herb was a pretty punk one, but, I just don't have any nice ones 
in stock at the moment. I'm enclosing another punk one for you, which may be 
of some help in promoting this idea, if you like it. I'm just sorry that I do 
not have a nice one. The Govt, could make millions of these, and if they found 
thaat they were being' hoarded, they could make millions more, and all at very 
little expense, and without the use of valuable metals. All that went into 
collections or hoards would be pure profit to the Govt., and they'd be able 
to issue them at face value thru the Fed Res System. There would be no cry of 
the Govt, charging a premium, taking advantage of collectors, etc. It would 
also leave the mint free to continue to make all of the Kennedy 7s they want to, 
in order to supply the hoarders. Honestly, I don't know where they all go, 
or who wants to hoard them, but, I still haven't received one in change. 

If you'd like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to call or write. 

I may get some other embellishing ideas. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincere ly. 


Frank and Laurese Katen 



professional numismatists 
p.o. box 4271, takoma park sta. 
Washington, d. c. 20012 


telephone, (301) 384-9444 
cable address, katencoin 


September 12, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Massell, 
Editor, Coin World, 
Sidney News Bldg. 
Sidney, OH U5365 

Dear Margo, 


Your letter re ARB 1976, coincided with my thinking of 


getting a few ideas to you, as promised. Only today, Saturday, did 
I wade thru 3/U of the packages being mailed on the auction. Must 
get help, that's for sure. Now for the ideas you can use as you wish. 


1. The U. S. government should print scrip, LEGAL TENDER, 


for the occasion. A facsimile of a $1.00 currency of 1776 (of any re¬ 
solution) would do, imprinted on a U. S. regular size note with suit¬ 
able contemporary signatures, serial numbers, control numbers, etc. 

In order to avoid hurting local feelings, perhaps all 12 Federal Reserve 
districts should be used. 


2. A Souvenir sheet should be placed on sale in New York, 


Washington, Philadelphia and Miami, the principal points of the 1976 
celebration. This souvenir sheet should be a collage similar to the ANA 
1970 Convention souvenir sheet. It should bear facsimiles of 1776 curr¬ 
ency (different from the one used as legal tender), and facsimiles of 
a 1776 Connecticut currency, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Virginia, all the 13 colonies, as currency issuers 
In addition, a penny and half penny of England dated 1776 should be in¬ 
cluded. Although this date was not issued by England with George Ill's 
effigy, it was a product of the Colonists - contemporary forgeries and 
known as Bungtowns. Other metallic coins to be included would be the 
1776 New Hampshire Copper, the Massachusetts Cent and Half Cent, and of 
course, the 1776 Continental Dollar. This sheet should also be placed 
on sale at the new 'Numismatic Agency' now being set up, and possibly 
also at the Philatelic Agency. 


3. No doubt there will be many books and booklets available 


VISIT OUR STUDIO - Located at 14717 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, Md., where you will find 
a fine selection of COINS, U.S..and Foreign; STAMPS, in Mint and Used and Thousands of Numismatic 
Books, the largest selection in the World! We also carry a most complete line of Coin and Stamp sup¬ 
plies, featuring the best Name Brands. Inquiries invited on joining our FIRST DAY COVER CLUB. 






Frank and Laurese Katen 


professional numismatists 
p.o. box 4271, takoma park sta. 
Washington, d. c. 20012 

telephone, (301) 384-9444 
cable address, katencoin 




fellow, royal numismatic society 
amencan booksellers association 

new york numismatic club 
maryland foreign poper money club 

Washington numismatcc soc.ety 


Canadian paper money society 

Virginia numismatic association 


token and medal society 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
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Printed especially for the occasion and primarily slanted at John Q. 
Public. However, I believe a special book should be printed incorpor¬ 
ating the best features of such b oks by Snowden, Smith, Dye and others 
that wrote in the 19th Century and which now have become classicsThis 
book should be printed by the Government Printing Office and distributed 
at the four main celebration centers and also by the GPO. 

I4. Lastly, and obviously, a Commemorative coin or coins and 
Medals, in honor H of the 200th Anniversary. 

If any other brain waves should occur before your meeting 
on October 1st, will communicate yith you. Hope we have a chance to 
visit when you come to Washington. 


Sincerely, 


1 L l ' I 


P.S. Under separate cover am sending you a set of back issues of my 
Auction sales beginning with No. 1, and Prices Realized Lists, 
as well as a set of plates for No. 19, (finest collection of 
German Multiple Talers ever sold in this country). The only 
payment requested is a copy of World Coins, Vol. 5, February 
1968, Whole I found a copy of the other issue that was 

missing. Should you be inclined to sell the box of WC that was 
found, please advise meof its contents. 


VISIT OUR STUDIO - Located at 14717 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring. Md., where you will find 
a fine selection of COINS, U.S.,and Foreign; STAMPS, in Mint and Used and Thousands of Numismatic 
Books, the largest selection in the World! We also carry a most complete line of Coin and Stamp sup¬ 
plies, featuring the best Name Brands. Inquiries invited on joining our FIRST DAY COVER CLUB. 
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Herbert A. Silberman 
174 Kaplewood Avenue 
Maplewood, New Jersey O7OI4.O 

September 13* 1970 

Margo Russell, Lditor 
Coin 'Jorid 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 

Re: American Revolution 
Bicentennial 

Dear Miargo: 

I'm sure that to date your spade work on the Bicentennial 
has included most of the solid directions toward the goal for 
all numismatists* I've collected the 1876 mementoes for a 
while, and although some of the struck pieces are exquisite, 
reproducing any would do nothing for numismatists, and would- 
not really mean anything to the "now" generation. Replicas of 
the early colonial pieces would be similarly unimaginative, 
and reproductions have defiled our hobby enough without adding 
copies with official sanctions* 

The much discussed "Ike " dollar, should not be connected 
to a theme as important as this 200th birthday of our nation. 

I believe that the entire current series of currency and 
coinage, should be recreated and put out as a special uniquely 
"national birthday" design. The Lincoln, Jefferson, Roosevelt 
and Washington pieces have run their course and are due for a 
renewal, so why not a series(at least for the year 1976) based 
on patriotism. This country could use some down to earth 
honest respect for how we got to where we could openly complain 
about who we are. 


The Fair in 1876 showed the world great new methods and 
machines and created the atmosphere of panic towards the 
polluted industrialized world of now. I would hopo, the year 
1976, would reverse this and get us back on the road to a 
healthy as well as a wealthy country. 

Coin World should start to collect photos of some of the 
1876 Fair’s coins, medals etc., and run as complete a seriers 
as the numismatic fraternity can cooperatively bring out. 

You may have my several hundred pieces any time you want to 
get started, and I'm sure other collectors of this era would 
cooperate fully. 


Very /truly-^ovftfs, f 

* Herbert A. Silberman 


Lone Star Gas Company 


September lb> 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 
P. 0. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio b$365 

Dear Margo: 

My opinion of what our nation should do numismatically is to do 
something. 

A commemorative dollar in metal or paper would be the ideal item. 
Both would cover the collecting fraternity fairly well and it is 
hoped that it will be done. 

Your work along this line has been appreciated and I know you will 
continue. 


Sincerely, 



TH03. C. BAIN 


TCBijhe 


More than 6,000 friendly people working together to serve our communities better 



The Essay-Proof Journal 

Quarterly of The Essay^Froof Society 


Devoted to the Historical and Artistic Background 
of Stamps and Paper Money 


Barbara R. Mueller, Editor 

ft23 E. L inden.JJrive-- 

Jeffcrson. Wis. 535'19 


223 S. Fischer Ave*. 


September 14, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
COIR WORLD 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to express myself 
about a suitable numismatic commemoration of our country's 
Bicentennial. Since my special field is paper money, I 
will confine myself to it. 

It occurs to me that there are two approaches, the vejry 
practical and the visionary. The former would probably 
embrace a note with a minimum of added Inscriptions such as 
Canada issued in 1967c Perhaps it could be a $2 Federal 
Reserve Rote, with the odd denomination calling attention 
to the commemorative purpose. 

The latter—the visionary--would be more in keeping with the 
Janus-like nature of the celebrations—looking backward as 
well as forward. A completely new design issued in limited 
quantities could be devised that iconographically looks to 
the past for its subject matter but aesthetically looks to 
the future by incorporating contemporary advances in bank 
note production. 

Here would be the golden opportunity to utilize the Bureau's 
growing capabilities in lithography and photogravure in 
addition to its expertise in intaglio printing to produce a 
multi-colored, borderless, free-form sort of note. The 
public would thereby become familiar with the new look and 
be more receptive to an ultimate overhaul of our outmoded, 
susceptible-to-counterfeiting paper money aesthetic. 


Sincerely ypurs, 



WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


V 11ITM \N DIVISION 


September l4, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for yours of September 8. 

My reply is rather hasty, because Marion and I are taking.off 
for the Denver and Salt Lake shows tomorrow. 

The numismatic efforts of the ARB committee should be strongly 
on a coin or series of coins. I think medals will be no problem; 
every medal press in the country will probably be grinding out a 
thousand versions in commemoration of this event for the medal 
enthusiast. The Government probably will need no push. 

I think we should be satisfied with a single coin, preferably a 
half dollar, simply because it is traditional and wculd be an 
extension of the series of commemorative half dollars. 

Really, I don’t know much else to suggest, but I am sure there 
will be many thoughts expressed at the committee meeting. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 

/Jtck 

R. S. Yeoman, Editor 
Special Numismatic Projects 

RSY:ca Whitman Coin Supply Division 
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beptember 14,1970. 

Dear Margo: 

I am delighted to give you a brief 
idea of thoughts I have had in connection with 
possible numismatic participation in the 1976 
Bicentennial celebration. 

Obviously,patriotism should be the 
key word.Not only would it be appropriate to 
the occassion,but America is in dire need of 
a strong transfusion of patriotic spirit. 

1- The Flag should play a prominent part in 

designs. ^ 

2- Commemorative half dollars,possibly one each 

month during 1976,deplctlng Revolutionary Sttles 
incidents and personalities. 7 Dattles 

3- Proof sets with a special Bicentennial reverse 

4- Coin set using Colonial and early U.S coin 

coin?' ie,ISrael ^ the Shekel « modern 

5- Herb Bergen's idea of a Fractional Currency 

. the U elusiv e C half *** ^ ^ 

6 "n^w t ° f Blcenten nial Medals,perhaps 13 or 

«...... u,.“S JS.sgfe" 

Cordially, 








Hapeville, Georgia 30354 
460 Moreland Way 

September 15,1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Editor Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Friend Margo: 


Regarding the Bicentennial Celebration here are 
some sketchy suggestions. If they are of any value, they are 
yours to use. Of course the list is not complete and can be 
added to or subtracted from. 


In May 1907 two young men were the first graduates of the newly 
organized two-year Ruggles IWnship High School, Ruggles, Ashland 
County, Ohio. I was one half of the two. It was decreed that 
each graduate should write and deliver a talk on a subject of his 
choosing. My talk was on the subject:- The Immortality of True 
Patriotism. . I don’t know how I arrived at such a ponderous 
title, especially at that tender age. However I had always 
had a deep respect for patriots and read many books on their lives 
and exploits. 


Of course my opinion of some of these early heroes has undergone 
changes as I learned more about their accomplishments and the 
forces that inspired them. 

lhen I found that many of our real patriots have been forgotten. 
Some were criticized and maligned and disgraced by their fellowmen. 

Perhaps now is the time to remember some of these UNSUNG PATRIOTS, 
and to point out that without them the course of American history 
could have been different, and that our American democracy might 
now be buried. & 


So I suggest a series of medallions or medals for UNSUNG PATRIOTS, 
perhaps of some types, and also of specificic individuals, such as:« 

TYPES 

1 .The Common Man 

The everyday-nardworking-taxpaying-voting-Godfearing person 

who has actually built this country. 

2 . The Trail Blazer 

The exceptional individual who went ahead and opened the path 
for the slower and more cautious citizen. 

3 . The Objector 

That person who has kept us thinking of better ways to do 
what we are doing, suffering the jibes and taunts of others 
who claim he upsets the pleasant way of giving. 










(2) 


INDIVIDUA LS 

4 .Thomas Paine 

The Englishman who came to America and furnished Thomas 
Jefferson with many of the ideas for the Declaration of 
Independence, and by his writings kept the to;drch of 
liberty burning during the American Revolution. 

5 .Peter Francisco (See VFW Magazine Feb.1970) 

The Spaniard who adopted Virginia as his country and 
although wounded five times fought throughout the entire 
Revolutionary War to the battle of Yorlctown. He is by 
some considered the greatest military hero America has 
produced. 

6 .Edmund Ross (See Profiles in Courage,Kennedy) 

Who cast the deciding vote that freed Andrew Johnson 
from the stigma of impeachment, and who literally became 
a forgotten man. 

7 .Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar (See Profiles in Courage,Kennedy 

The Mississippi U.S.Senator who voted in opposition to 
the wishes of his constituents. 

8 .John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed) 

Whose influence extended far beyond the simple task of 
scattering apple seeds. 

9 .Erne s tine S chumann-Heink 

The Austrian-born singer of wo-~ld songs who quieted the 
restless American spirit and thrilled thousands with the 
singing of "Stille Hacht, Heilege Nacht". 

10 ....Stephen Foster 

The writer of home songs, born July 4,1826,the same day 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died, who soothed the 
hearts of millions with songs of ordinary life. 

(These are they who have come out of great tribulation) 

*********************** 

SECOND OPTION (See American Legion Magazine July 1966) 

In some manner is seems most appropriate that the Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence be recognized. Perhaps it.is 
too much to prepare 56 appropriate emblems honoring each signer. 

Yet they should not be left out of this important commemoration. 

THIRD OPTION 

Issuance of a new Cent by Act of Congress with Uncle Ssm on the 
obverse and 200 years on reverse. Include other required symbols. 











ATTRIBUTES of PATRIOTISM 


1.. .Loyalty 

2.. .Duty 

3.. .Courage 

4.. .Honor 

5.. .Defender 

6.. .51.cerity 

7.. .Gallantry 

8.. .Bravery 

9.. .Advocate 

10.. Devotion 

11.. Courtesy 

12.. 5.eadfastness 

13.. Allegiance 

14.. 0.edience 

15.. 5.out-hearted 


Note: I consider the first five the most important 
and in that order. 


LAC 




HALF CENT SHOP 


PAUL M. CARTER & SON 
Telephone 947-3968 
lO Star Avenue 


Sept 15 70 


bar to Bussell: Editor 
Coin Vorid 

Sidney Hews Building 
Sidney, Ohio d53b5 

do. Letter S _t 8, 'JO American Evolution Bicentennial 
Dea r Lar;o: 

Tlie appreciation of your - interest in t'-e opinion of one so mall 
a \'v>p in a rill of the Treat river of 'fuiaismaticn is deeply felt. Thahk 
you for askinp. "err. ^oec. 

A mint struck silver replica, of toe Co tir-ntal Dollar. ’he theme 
is rip.it"! incl your business" and "be are One". f nhe counsel van ri-at 
then, Why not in the bicentennial ’'ear? (seems re could use it'l The date 
is mi jht, -.i" Dric i iterant? ri t out pee'r ir n; opinion. Then too - e 
original desi ;n with its concentric circles would lend itself to what 
over new wording would be i coporated i >to a lew iesipn. '-entruck in the 
100 th, sound ;ood to me in the ' 00 th, 

I am sure, what over such a . auyust "body of Numismatists as. t ie 
ARB and ; odals advisory t and arrive at will be Al-0 K with the major¬ 
ity f furaismatists. Congratulations on beinp a ember. 

Best regards to ”ou and C -ii 'orld. 

) 


- aul I'. Carter 



LESTER MERKIN 

NUMISMATIST 


65 EAST FIFTY-SIXTH STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10022 

TELEPHONE! PLAZA 3-1130 


Sentember 15, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 

Editor 

Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 


Re. your letter of September 8th. 


(l.) A series of medals commemorating crucial battles of the Revolution and 
a series of medals commemorating signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, (suggest minting by the U.S. Mint, not by a private mint). 

(2.) Commemorative dollar-sized coin (silver?^ of design based on the 

Continental Dollar with suitable additional inscriptions. Many of these 
could be distributed to (or through?^ Boy Scouts at a Camporee in some 
nlace like Valley Forge, or at a possible Mint Exhibit at whichever 
Worlds Fair is held in the nearest to 1976 ( in manner of what was done 
at the I 876 International Expositions. 


(3.S Special display at Smithsonian Institution of colonial and state coins- 
the mint collection material and others by invitation. 


15 the 50th annive rsary of the Peace Dollar; can something be made 
nZ th ™ ? ame niotifs? Several years ago Vernon Brown, then Curator of the 
Chase Manhattan Money Museum Collection, tried to interest the government 
t0 p> eace dollar as a nropaganda or goodwill token throughout the 

ve^on B^^ 1S =!°i! nd ^? 03Sil:)le t 0 J lnterestin S» may I suggest that you contact 
Vernon Brown, as he did a great deal of spade work. 


I hope I have been of some assistance, and wish you and the panel success. 

Regards, 


MEMBER 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASS N • AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY • ROYAL. NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
INTERNATIONAL ASS'N OF PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATISTS 
SOCIETY CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATISTS 
APPRAISERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 




r Mac,£to.Q&. 

necmueRR men's ujeflR 

138-140 SOUTH FIFTEENTH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA. PA 19102 


September 15, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell, Editor 
P.O. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 


It was very nice to hear from you and I'm glad 
you are enjoying the hag. 

My thoughts on the medal are: obverse or re¬ 
verse to have two (2) flags crossing one another, one with 
13 stars, the other with 50 stars representing the original 
13 states to the present 50 states. The other side will 
show the Statue of Liberty at the base of which are various 
faces representing the races of our melting pot, with the 
wording "Liberty and Justice for all". Possibly, Independenc 
Hall and William Penn along with the above would then re¬ 
present the Bicentennial in Philadelphia. 

Please let me know how this sounds. Best wishes 
from us both. 


Fondly, 



MAX 



P.S. Please note our store address above. 




K 


c'w, '[/this 
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S 


AL OVERTON. OWNER AND MANAGER — MEMBER OF AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 33 YEARS. No. 7209 
PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATIST AND DEALER FOR OVER 35 YEARS. 
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9-16-70 

Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World, 

Sidney News Building, 

Sidney, Ohio 

Dear Margo: 

Your letter in regard to the American Revolution Bicentennial 

at hand. 


I would favor a Commemorative Two Dollar Bill, with (a) an 
American Revolutionary Scene for the reverse, or (b) The Declaration of XMX 
Independence on reverse. Perhaps the regular obverse with a Red, White and 
Blue Seal. This would seem to be fitting with 200 cents for 200 years and 
2 dollars for 2 centuries. Also it should be easier to obtain from the 
Treasury Depto than a non current denomination. 

A second suggestion might be a Commemorative silver coin, 
with Paul Revere riding on one side and the Moon Landers on the other. 

In any event may I wish you the best of luck in getting 
something and THANKS for the opportunity to put in ray two cents worth. 

Sincerely, 

Qi 

A1 Overton 







16250 Ventura Blvd., Encino, Calif. 91316 (213) 788-7080 


BEHN-MILLER Publishers, Inc. 


LEE MARTIN, P. 0. BOX 10396, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92711 


September 16, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
COIN WORLD 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you so much for asking my views regarding the 1976 Bicentennial. 

I am sure you will be inundated with requests for new coinage ideas ala 
Herb Bergen and other aware numismatists. If commemoratives are possible 
I would like to see a set of thirteen coins, preferably silver half 
dollars, each one honoring one of the original 13 states. It would seem 
to be a logical extension of the commemorative set. I would like to 
see the mint produce a set of many medals dedicated to the Presidents. 
This, of course, should be sold in one well packaged set and be available 
only during 1976. 

You have had many fine suggestions in COIN WORLD and I would be presuming 
to go further with my thoughts. I am certain the Bicentennial Committee 
which is composed of an exceptional group of individuals will do all in 
their power to see that 1976 is truly a year to remember. 


Cordially, 



Lee Martin 


LM:cbh 







JOHN S. DAVENPORT 
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William P. Rabun 

2035 Black Fox Drive, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

Sept. 16, 1970. 


Mrs. Margo Russell, 

Sidney News Building, 

Sidney, Ohio 45365. 

Dear Margo: 

Thanks for the compliment extended me by your letter of Sept. 8th, 
seeking my ideas on numismatics for the American Revolution Bi- 
Centennial, and for your interest in my personal health, which in¬ 
cidentally has improved to the extent we plan to make the trip visit¬ 
ing Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Spain and Portugal, leaving here 
next Saturday, Sept. 19th. 

In reply to your question, I would like to see a Commemorative 
Bicentennial Half Dollar (in nickel, not clad metal, to conserve 
silver) of an appropriate design selected by a competitive contest. 

I would also like to see a series of medals, commemorating 
Revolutionary Events not previously honored on our commemorative 
coinage. This should encompass events or personalities through¬ 
out the length of the Original Thirteen Colonies, such as Paul 
Revere 1 s Ride, Molly Pitcher, The Crossing of the Delaware, 

Nancy Hart, etc, etc, . If possible and feasible, it would be very 
appropriate for this series to contain thirteen (13) medals, one for 
each Colony, depicting some event or personality pertaining thereto 
during the Revolution. 

Thanks for giving me this opportunity to voice my opinion. I am 
sure when the full Committee convenes next month you will come 
up with a plan that will please a lot of people, unfortunately no¬ 
body can please every one no matter how hard we may try. 


Sincerely, 



OFFICES OF 


Michael V. Di Salle 

932 PENNSYLVANIA BUILDING 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

202 393-3234 

393-3300 

September 17, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell 
Editor, COIN WORLD 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Writing a brief to you on what our nation should do numismatically is 
like my writing the Pope telling him what he should be doing on Sunday. 
However, since I have been such a long time admirer of yours, I will 
give you some of my thinking in a timid sort of way. 

One must first ask what is the purpose of commemorating the American 
Revolution Bicentennial. It certainly must be to recall to Americans and 
to the whole world the historical events which bound together enabled the 
creation of a new nation based upon the sovereignty of the individual. 

What were these events; how did they contribute; who were the leaders; 
who took the risks. 

Unfortunately, today in talking to youngsters, they seem to have really 
no knowledge of who were the people and what were the events. I always 
thrilled at reading the history of those glorious days. It was not just George 
Washington or Thomas Jefferson; there were many other people. For 
example, Marion, the Swamp Fox who so bedevilled the British and who did 
so much with so little to contribute to the British desire to leave their colo¬ 
nies; John Paul Jones who created a winning navy out of almost nothing with 
no tradition, no great American events on the seas to support his position; 
Robert Morse who did not fight but who contributed so much; Benjamin 
Franklin who was too old to fight but who produced so much inspiration in 
a period when it was so badly needed. People like Edmund Burke who 
helped from across the sea; Nathan Hale and so many others that should be 
part of the entire story told. Numismatically, Molly Stark and Dolly Ross, 
not just the names of those who signed the Declaration of Independence but 
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their backgrounds and the actual danger that existed. Lafayette, even 
Benedict Arnold played his role. 

But if the Bicentennial is worth commemorating it ought to be commem¬ 
orated in a complete, broad, telling manner which would again excite us 
with the glamour, the romance and the accomplishments of the American 
Revolution. It is not by accident that we are the world's oldest living 
democracy and although many changes have taken place the basic struggle 
and the tremendous contributions of individuals and the surroundings in 
which they were made should provide us with much inspiration is sufficiently 
well told to last us for another bicentennial. 

I do not know how helpful this can be to you, but I hope it provides just a 
thread of thinking which will prove helpful in your quest. 

Every best personal wish. 



Michael V. DiSalle 



CHULA VISTA COIN CLUB 
CONVAIR COINEERS 
ESCONDIDO COIN CLUB 
EAST SAN DIEGO COIN CLUB 
IMPERIAL BEACH COIN CLUB 
INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


NUMISMATIC ERROR COLLECTORS 


OF SAN DIEGO 

OCEANSIDE/CARLSBAD COIN CLUB 
PACIFIC BEACH COIN CLUB 


POWAY COIN CLUB 


LA MESA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


OF 


SAN DIEGO 


SAN DIEGO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, INC. 
SAN DIEGUITO COIN CLUB 
SOLAR COIN CLUB 


OFFCERS: 


A. L. Baber 


17 September, 1970 


EL CAJON. CALIF. 92021 

S. T. Edgerton 

VICE PRESIDENT 

SAN DIEGO. CALIF. 92108 

Tony Lagera 

TREASURER 

2733 EAST STREET 

OCEANSIDE, CALIF. 92034 

Gladys Moulton 

SECRETARY 


IMPERIAL BEACH, CALIF. 92032 


Coin World 
Sidney Ohio 45365 


Dear Margo: 

Let me take the opportunity, first, to compliment you on 
the excellent editorial on the St. Louis A.N.A. convention. 
Dave Cooper and his gang have surely set a high mark for 
future committees. 

It is my personal opinion that the only type of numismatic 
memoriabilia that our Federal Government could issue to 
commemorate the American Revolution Bicentennial would be 
a silver commemorative coin. There will be issued by private 
enterprise and other organizations, many, many medals, tokens, 
medallions, etc., but I think the true numismatist should hold 
out for a silver commemorative coin of the realm. I feel that 
it must be silver (gold would be better!) because one only 
needs to look at other commemoratives of the world in the last 
few years -- our neighbor to the north and their commemorative 
dollar....of nickel; or the recent commemorative of Japan's 

Expo 70_of nickel. These are coins of the realm, yet they 

lack beauty, and the interest of the numismatist as a whole. 
True, those persons specializing in Canadian coinage or in 
Japanese coinage will have these issues in their collections, 
but there the interest stops. 

Therefore, I believe for an issue that would genuinely carry 
the interest of the layman as well as the numismatist, our 
Government should strike a silver commemorative coin. 

We thank you for asking us to voice our opinion. 


EL CAJON, CALIF. 92021 

S. T. Edgerton 

VICE PRESIDENT 

SAN DIEGO. CALIF. 92106 

Tony Lagera 

TREASURER 

2733 EAST STREET 

OCEANSIDE, CALIF. 92034 

Gladys Moulton 

SECRETARY 


IMPERIAL BEACH, CALIF. 92032 


Sincerely 



A1 Baber 



WALTER S. JONES. 6TATS GEOLOGIST 
RETIRED 


(Srolugiral #umij of Alabama 



Alabama fiucrum of Natural ^telury 


FREIGHT AND EXPRESS. TUSCALOOSA. ALABAMA 


(INCORPORATED) 

WALTER B. JONES. DIRECTOR EMERITUS 


Hmufrmtg, Alabama 
September 17, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Mrs. Russell: 

Your letter of September 8 and the tear sheet from Coin 
World arrived after Dr. and Mrs. Jones had returned to Huntsville 
to prepare for their departure for Europe on September 14. 

They are expected back in Huntsville the night of October 5 
and in Tuscaloosa on October 6. 

Immediately upon his return to the office I am sure he 
will be glad to give you his ideas on the commemoration of 
the American Revolution Bicentennial, numismatically. I know 
he will be sorry he could not give you some ideas to take to 
the meeting in Washington October 1-3. 


Sincerely, 


/ 


Susie P. (Mrs. T. A.) Simpson 
Secretary to Dr. Jones 





e!)c iN'ctw JJork Simcs 

TIMES SQUARE NEW YORK N Y 10036 

Thomas V. Haney,Coin Editor 
Sept. 18,1970 

Dear Margo: Re. your letter of Sept.10 that I received yes¬ 
terday. 

I have been giving some thought to a numismatic com¬ 
memorative for the 1976 Bicentennial,but can't come up with 
anything concrete. 

Think our nation- the world's moat affluent -should 
have something good. A commemorative half or dollar, perhaps 
a note $1,$5 or both with an interesting theme. 

The dollar might be difficult,what with the contro¬ 
versy over the proposed commemorative for Eisenhower raging - 

or being tossed around -for more than a yearg'. 

In addition to possible coins or notes of good 
patriotic design, I would propose medals as well. Large ones, 
such as are now produced In Philadelphia and smaller copies 
for students. 


Best regards 



LIFE MEMBER AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
LIFE FELLOW ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


LIFE FELLOW AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETY CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL NUMISMATISTS 


L. S. WERNER 


1270 BROADWAY NEW YORK, N. Y. 10001 

LACKAWANNA 4-5669 


NUMISMATIC BROKER 
DEALER IMPORTER 


UNITED STATES and FOREIGN COINS or THE WORLD, U. S. PAPER MONEY, 
MEDALS, GREEK and ROMAN COINS and OBJECTS or ART. 


September 18,1970 


Margo Russell, Editor 

Coin World 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 

hear Margo: 

My personal congratulations that you were appointed to the 
ARB Commission's Coins and Mesial advisory panel. 

I will say this,you can and will do more with your pen,than 
the entire panel will do.How can any one plan ahe§.d six years 
from todate to recommend or advise what the U. S. G-overment shall 
do at that time,you must consider politics,yes,if the same officers 
now appointed,will be around,and if the Republican Party is still 
in power in 1976,the recommendations now made,may succeed. 

You know how strict Congress acts in strib'king new coins,take the 
Ike hollar as an example,with the Republican(s in the White House. 

Looking back at all our Centennial,Bicentennial's,what have we in 
coins struck by our goverment,very very few,medals yes,I will offer 
my suggestion for goverment struck coins,a complete set of coins 
from the cent to the half dollar (dollar?),all in various types of 
metals,same metals as used to strike our patterns,such as, 

Billon,_Aluminum, White Metal, Brass, Copper, Copper-Nickel.Nickel, 
Silver,l doubt that the Secret Service will object of the counert- 
fits being made,in the low grade metal.They will object to a 
commerative for general circulation,in fact they can strike a set 
of patten coins,that we never had and will go big witfc the collector. 

I am not concerned with medals, we have more medals being struck 
by private industry,! can imagine that dozens of medals being struck 
for the 1976 project. 

"ish you luck with any suggestions you will offer,I will be anxious 
to know how many suggestions will be m$Lde,then "Wish in hope and 
die in despair". 

If I can be of service to you,dont hesitate to call on me/ 

Good luck and my best to you, 



As always, 







E. BROOKS 


BROOKS 


B 8c B TRADING COMPANY PHONE 655-6241 

SPORTING GOODS — GUNS — HARDWARE — SADDLERY — ARMY GOODS — RANCH SUPPLIES — COINS — COIN SUPPLIES 


SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76901 

September 19, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell, 
Editor, Coin World, 
P. 0. Box 150, 
Sidney, Ohio. 45365 


Dear Margo: 

I have given your inquiry some thought in 
regard to the commemorative for American Rev¬ 
olution Bicentennial and have contacted others 
among collectors for their opinions. 

Here are a few suggestions: 

1. A one year commemorative set of coins, 
similiar to Canada. 

2. A commemorative half dollar for 1976 
even if without silver. 

3 . Change the nickel or quarter to a 
commemorative coin. 

4 . Bring out the fifty cent commemorative 
fractional surrency as suggested by 
ANA in St. Louis. 


Best regards to yourself and the Coin World 
staff. 


Sincerely, 

E. H. Brooks 








SON OF M. SCHULMAN OF THE NETHERLANDS • ESTABLISHED 1880 


HANS M. F. SCHULMAN 



25 WEST 45th STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 


MUrray Hill 7 3145-3146 


Cable Address: Numatics, N. Y. 

WUI Telex 62498 


COINS & MEDALS 
ANTIQUITIES 
NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALES 


MONNAIES & MEDAILLES 
ANTIQUITIES 
LIVRES NUMISMATIQUES 
VENTES PUBLIQUES 


MONEDAS & MEDALLAS 


ANTIGUEDADES 


LIBROS NUMISMATICOS 


SUBASTAS PUBLICAS 


September 21, 1970 


Mrs. Mar ,to Russell 
Coin World 

Sidney News Build:ng 
°idney, Ohio 14-53^5 

Dear Margo: 

With reference to your letter of September 8 
on the Bicentennial meeting, short and compact 
ideas are o^ course most helpful, and here is 
mine : 

A series of PROOF commemorative coins starting 
in 1971 - one a year - climaxing with number 6 
in 1976, and only purchaseable by subscription 
in advance w*th payment. Of course the un¬ 
circulated pieces should be in regular circu¬ 
lation. 

Now, as long as you are planning to be in Wash¬ 
ington October 1-3, you can attend the Gibbs sale 
October 6. Can we look forward to seeing you? 


Cordially, 



V • - 

HANS M. F 



HMFS:CSF 


SCHULMAN 





INVESTMENTS 

BUSINESS INVESTMENT • RARE COINS • STAMPS 


6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 810 James F. Ruddy 

Hollywood, California 90028 President 

Phone:(213)466-4595 LIFE MEMBER ANA 


September 21, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

I appreciate your asking for my opinion on how to numismatically commemo¬ 
rate a great American historical celibration. I am so pleased, as I an 
sure you are, that the coin collectors of the country are finally being 
recognized. We have much to thank the COIN WORLD staff and esuecially 
you for your untiring efforts on our behalf. 

The tremendous importance of what we are commemorating cannot be over¬ 
emphasized. I am certain that every one of the millions of coin collect¬ 
ors will appreciate the opportunity to join in tnis celebration numis- 
matically. The coin collectors of this country have long felt they have 
been the "poor cousins" to stamp collectors. Only some 50 different 
commemorative coins have been issued against many hundreds of commemora¬ 
tive stamps. They will want to participate by "doing their thing", 
adding to their collections numismatic momentos of this great historic 
event. After all, even in the historic year 1776 a coin (the first 
dollar authorized by the United States) was struck to commemorate the 
event. 

There are a number of numismatic programs that could be initiated. One 
thought would be to issue a commemorative medal. I feel this would be an 
unfortunate choice as only a portion of numismatists collect medals and 
the general public would not particiuate to any great degree. A urogram 
more fitting the importance of this commemoration which would appeal to 
every numismatist and the general public alike would be to change one of 
the five basic denominations in circulation today. I would suggest that 
the Washington quarter be the most appropriate. The quarter could either 
undergo a complete design change or the obverse could remain the same with 
the reverse being changed. It might be remembered that the Washington 
quarter was issued as a commemorative coin in 1932. 
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The next best thing would be to issue a commemorative half dollar or 
dollar. The mintage should be sufficient enough to meet the demands 
of numismatists and the general public alike. This would eliminate 
profiteering. 

I hope my thoughts will help. If you have any questions please give 
me a call. 

Best regards from Nancy. 


Sincerely, 

James F. Ruddy 


JFR/nr 



Coin World 

Sidney News Building 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for your letter. I am sure that discussions concerning the numismat¬ 
ic aspects of the Bicentennial will be in good hands so long as you, Mr. Bergen, 
and other numismatics are involved. 

I think it is important for the committee to remember that the main idea is to 
commemorate the event and not to make an overly large profit for the government. 
In my opinion the issuance of a commemorative coin or coins would have a very 
beneficial effect upon interest in coin collecting and also it would serve to 
publicize the event (which would probably be one of the reasons for issuing it). 
My reason for stressing the price aspect is that I believe that a price of $10 
per coin (as has been suggested for the new silver dollar in Proof) would be 
far, far too high to have a popular appeal with millions of people. 

I remember very well when the Kennedy half dollar was first released--as, I 
am sure, do you remember. Speculation was kept at a minimum and the coin pro¬ 
bably achieved the position of being the most popular single piece ever issued 
by the American government. On a strictly profit viewpoint, the seignorage a- 
lone would bring in a lot of money (unless, of course, the coin were struck in 
silver). 

I believe that the long view would hold that the main aims would be to: 

1. Distribute the piece as widely as possible. 

2. Price it reasonably so as to achieve this distribution and also as to de- 
emphasize the financial aspects. 

3. To mint a sufficient quantity that anyone who wants one can have one within 
a reasonable ordering period. 

The designs, motifs, etcetera to be used are a different subject entirely--but 
suffice it to say that, in my opinion, the history of American numismatics af¬ 
fords many examples that could be adopted. The Continental Dollar comes imme¬ 
diately to mind, but there are many other issues that might be worth remember¬ 
ing as well. 



Mrs. Marion Russell 
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September 21, 1970 


I think you are doing a great thing by helping with this committee, and I am 
sure that numismatics and the general public everywhere will benefit by your 
guidance,' 


Sincerely yours, 

A 

A/ ' 

HATHAWAY AND BOWERS GALLERIES, 
Q. David Bowers 


\ 


INC. 


QDB:bc 




AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


79TH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION 
CHASE-PARK PLAZA HOTEL - ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 
August 18 - 22, 1970 


Chartered by Congress 


Mrs. John S. Stevenson, 

Asst. Gen. Chm., Registration 


ANA Bourse Committee 

P.O. Box 2366 

Colorado Spgs., Colo. 80901 


19 Roclare Lane 


Jerry Hlllebrand, Exhibit Chm. 
6301 Wade Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63139 
314-645-7918 


St. Louis, Mo. 63131 
314-434-2870 


David L. Cooper, Gen. Chm. 
P.O. Box 5602, Normandy Sta. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63121 
314-521-9671 


Sept 23 1970 


Eric P. Newman, Edu. Chm. 

P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Mo. 63178 


:.:rs Harion Russell, Editor 
Coin World I'a.gazine 
idney Ohio. 

Dear Margo: 

In rerly to your nice letter of the 8th, in regards the coming 
1976 Bicentennial. 

I hate to admit this hut my idea's have flown away, perhaps I 
used up all my grey matter on the AHA Convention. 

I would however like to see a complete set from cents to a 
Dollar using Silver for the Dollar, Half,Quarter and Dime. 

This I would like in a beautiful presentation case with the 
needed seals of the Government plus a set of 4 flags on the 
case. I would date them or use the flags from the following 
era’s in our History, namely, 

13 Stars for the Colonies. 

Flag of Lincoln’s era. 

Flag of 48 states, 
resent flag of $0 stars. 

The above set I would sell at from 20.00 to "25.00 depending 
on the cost at that time, these sets to be in roof only, 
for general circulation I would revert to the same designed 
coins BUT in what ever metal we are using at the time. I would 
also have a roof ,et of these made minusthe case and flags. 

Of course those same type coins would have to be made for gen¬ 
eral circulation also. 

Both the T "roof sets and the resentation sets should be sold on a 
1 to a person order. 

This might seem to some too many different coins etc but I feel that 
this being the greatest country in the Forld we should make the effort 
to show it. I also believe that these coins should be made ONLY in 
1976 and no other coins dated 1976 should be made. 

There you have my ideas that I didnt have. Hope that this will 
help you in some small way. Thanks for asking me, and you still have 
a wagon load of "" ’ " your Convention coverage. 


HOST CLUB: d Wa ' Ui 
Missouri Numismatic Society 




RICHARD T. HOOBER 

A.N.A. S. P. M.C. A. N.S. 

Box 196 Newfoundland, Pa. 18445 
Phone: 717 - 676-3942 


September twenty third 
1 9 7 0 


Largo olussell, 
coin 'Aorid, 

Sidney, Phio, 

Dear Mrs. Kussell: 

In response to your letter regarding what can be done 
of a numismatic nature for the bi-centennial in 1976, 1 find it most 
difficult to render an opinion, for whatever may be done would depend 
upon the nature of Congress . 

i would rule out any possibility of having fractional 
currency, such as our President, wr, cergen, suggested recently, 
for this would probably create confusion thereby, models will certainly 
be struck by the Lint, as ..ell as the several private medullic firms. 

A commemorative U.8. coin seems to be the only solution, either a quarter 
dollar, half dollar or dollar. 


as to the design, perhaps the use of Liberty, such as 
v,as used on the disme, with whatever symbolic design may bo agreed upon 
for the reverse design; perhaps the chain of states, as is shown on the 
reverse of the fractional notes of the February 17, ±776, Continental 
currency. The obverse of the same issue bears the sundial, as was inter 
used also on the Fugio coinage. 


At the present time am working at the old bank of the 
U.S. building in the independence hall area, cataloguing colonial and 
obsolete notes, cater, will be working at planning for, and setting up 
exhibits in the bank and other restored buildings of both coins and paper 
money, for the forthcoming exposition. It is also hoped that some of the 
Philadelphia banks will be interested in cooperating in this aspect, for 
several are outgrowths of very early banks. 


Please accept my sincere thanks for including me in your 
correspondence, and I do hope that your meeting in Washington will be 
productive, and that whatever is finally decided will be finally decided 
will be accomplished in the highest degree of excellence. 


...ith kindest personal regards, 


ain, 


cordially yours, 

S .7 / 

A 


A 




VS 


V,F< 


Filter Products Division 

North American Rockwell 


Air-Maze Plant 
25000 Miles Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 44128 
(216) 292-6800 
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Lee Hewitt, Chicago, numismatic book publisher, founding editor 
of the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. 

Rear Admiral Oscar H. Dodson, USN (Ret.) Urbana, Ill., director, 
Classical and European Culture Museum, University of Illinois, past 
president American Numismatic Association. 

Eric P. Newman, St. Louis, numismatic scholar, author, founder 
of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hyde, Orange, Calif., numismatic leaders, 
former publishers. 

Mr. and Mrs. A1 Baber, San Diego, numismatic leaders; He is Presi¬ 
dent San Diego Inter-Club Numismatic Council and former chairman of 
ANA convention, she is secretary, Token and Medal Society. 

Erma Stevens, Los Angeles, Editor, plus Ultra, Publication of 
Azteca Numismatic Society. 

Alva Christensen, Ethel Stone, Temple City, Calif., dealers in 
exonumia (tokens, medals, etc.) 

Maurice Gould, Sepulveda, Calif., syndicated coin columnist, numis¬ 
matic educator, 1970 recipient of ANA medal of merit. 

Roy Hill, San Francisco, numismatic leader, Mint history buff. 

A1 Overton, Colorado Springs, author, dealer, specialist in Americana. 

Dorothy Gershenson, Philadelphia, coin dealer, historian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Moore, Philadelphia, coin dealers, internationally 
known numismatics and students. 

L. S. Werner, New York City, veteran coin dealer, scholar, emeritus 
ANA official. 

Sol Kaplan, Cincinnati, dealer, commemorative specialist, founder 
of Regan Memorial Foundation. 

Harvey Stack, partner in famous Stack numismatic firm in New York 


City. 



James Risk, head of Coin Galleries, New York City, Stack subsidiary. 

Kenneth Failor, Washington, D. C., former assistant to the Director 
of the Mint, Mint historian. 

Matt Rothert, Camden, Ark., paper money specialist, responsible for 
"In God We Trust" on currency, past ANA president. 

Richard S. Yeoman, Racine, dean of numismatics, editor, special 
numismatic projects, Whitman Coin Supply Division, Western Publishing 
Go., Inc. 

Carl Taylor, Las Vegas, veteran collector, leader in Nevada numis¬ 
matics . 

Allen Corson, Miami, Fla., numismatic leader, writer, token, medal 
collector. 

Dr. John Yeager, Mobile, early American collecting specialist, 
scholar. 

Dr. Walter Jones, University, Ala., director emeritus, Alabama 
Museum of Natural History, founder of Alabama Numismatic Association, 
researcher, scholar. 

Miriam Gilmore, editor, Texas Numismatic Association. 

Joe B. Davis, Corpus Christi, founder of the Texas Numismatic 
Association. 

E. H. Brooks, San Angelo, leader in Texas numismatics. 

Randolph Zander, Alexandria, Virginia, dealer and scholar. 

Charles Lyle, Vero Beach, Fla., collector, student, sponsor of 
youth in numismatics program. 

David Cooper, St.- Louis, 1970 chairman, ANA convention, veteran 
numismatist, leader. 

Jim Miller, Santa Anna, Calif., publisher GOINage magazine. 


Ken Bressett, Manager, Whitman Coin Supply Division, Western Publishing 
Company, Inc., Racine, Wisconsin. 

A. Henry Norweb, Cleveland, official, American Numismatic Society, 

former diplomat, head of the John Huntington Fund for Education 

M. V. Sheldon, Palm Beach, Fla., former ANA president, scholar, authority 
in numismatics. 

Don Sherer, Phoenix, former executive secretary of ANA, former board 
member, Arizona numismatic leader. 

Tom Haney, New York, coin editor, New York Times 

Tom Becker, Newtown Square, Pa., former staff member Franklin Mint, 

founder, president of International Numismatic Collector Society. 

Amon Carter, Jr., owner-publisher, Fort Worth Star Telegram, member of 
Joint Commission on the Coinage. 

Max Lieberman, Philadelphia, numismatic student, collector. 

David Shapiro, Chicago, president of Professional Numismatists Guild, Inc. 

Tom Mason, Cheyenne, Wyoming, dealer and scholar. 

Ed Rochette, Colorado Springs, editor of The Numismatist, voice of ANA. 

Tommy Ryan, Chicago, dealer and coin specialist. 

Michael V. DiSalle, official in Paramount Coin Co., Inc., Englewood,Ohio; 
Washington attorney, former Ohio governor. 

Ben Douglas, Washington, coin dealer, specialist. 

Sarah Freeman, curator, numismatics, John Work Garrett Library, Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dr. John S. Davenport, member of faculty, Knox College, Galesburg College, 
Galesburg, Illinois, numismatic researcher, author. 

L. A. Cook, Hapeville, Ga., scholar, exhibitor, author. 

Hans Schulman, New York City, dealer, foreign specialist. 

Fred Bertram, Robert Weber, New York City, partners in Judaic Heritage Society 

Ray Byrne, Pittsburgh, writer reserarcher, former ANA official. 

Baltimore., Md, 

Melvin Fuld, author, researcher, token, medal expert, ThieRevilleyWieeeReiR. 

Virginia Culver, Thiensville, Wisconsin, author, editor of the Token and 
Medal Journal, ANA governor. 

Q. David Bowers, Santa Fe Springs, Calif.,partner in the Hathaway Bowers 
Gallery, noted scholar, author, researcher. 

James Ruddy, Hollywood, Calif., dealer, author, researcher. 

Wm. P. Donlon, Utica, New York, dealer, paper money specialist. 


Arthur Kagin, Des Moines, veteran dealer, student of Colonial money. 

Robert R. Johnson, San Francisco, dealer, student. 

A. Kosoff, Palm Springs, Calif., dean of professional numismatists, author, 
researcher-, appraiser, auctioneer. 

Frank and Laurese Katen, Washington, D.C., professional numismatists, 
numismatic book specialists. 

Lester Merkin, New York City dealer, early American coin specialist. 

J. Eric Engstrom, Wichita, attorney, author,researcher. 

John J. Ford, Jr., Rockville Center, L.I., colonial specialist, numismatic 
authority, dealer. 

Richard Picker, Albertson, N.Y., Colonial coins and paper money specialist. 

Charles Wormser, New York City, dealer, student. 

Sidney W. Smith, Miami, Florida, former ANA convention chairman, dealer, 
paper money specialist. 

Thomas C. Bain, Dallas, paper money specialist, official in Society of 
Paper Money Collectors. 

W. A. Philpott, Jr., Dallas, former executive Texas Bankers' Association, 
collector, paper money specialist, author. 

Aubrey Bebee, Omaha, veteran dealer, authority on commemorative coinage. 

Tom McConnaughy, Massillon, Ohio, Capital Plastics manager, producers of 
numismatic holders and supplies. 

Dan Messer, New York, dealer and specialist. 

Lee Martin, Santa Ana, Calif., publisher COINage magazine. 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Morris, Homewood, Ala., veteran ANA members, paper 
money specialists, prize-winning exhibitors. 

Mrs. Russell Cunningham, Birmingham, Ala., author, lecturer, researcher 
in numismatics. 

Barbara R. Mueller,Jefferson, Wise., editor of The Essay-Proof Journal 
and Society of Paper Money Journal. 

Richard T. Hoober, Newfoundland, Pa., paper money specialist, researcher, 
leader m paper-money societies. 

Dr. George Fuld, Maple Shade, N.J., reserarcher, author in token-medal field. 

Paul Carter, Middleboro, Mass., dealer, researcher in early coinage of America. 

Herbert A. Silverman, Maplewood, N.J., founder of Early American Coppers Club. 

George Todd, Atlanta, scholar, former ANA official, former chairman, ANA 
convention. 

William Rabun, Atlanta numismatic leader, scholar, researcher. 


WM. A. PHILPOTT, JR. 

Consultant 

THE TEXAS BANKERS ASSOCIATION 


0fficb September 24, 1970 

1010 Kirby Building 


P. O. Box 1460 
DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 


Mrs. Margo Russell 

Editor 

Coin World 

Post Office Box 150 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear "Miss" Margo: 

On separate sheets are shown several 
thoughts in reply to your letter of 
September 8, 1970. 

It is doubtful if these suggestions will 
be of value to your Commission. However, 
since the months of Commemoration are at 
least five years away, there is plenty of 
time - even to revamp our currency. 

My best wishes to you. 


Sincerely, 



Wm. A. Philpott, Jr 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^5o Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 2h, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
P.O.Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio U5361? 

Dear Margo: 

You have asked me further about my feelings 
concerning the Bi-Centennial Commission. I feel the 
occasion is important enough for an official coin 
rather than an official medal. This would leave the 
private medallic companies in a position to promote 
medals in any way they deem best. If the official 
coin is distributed at a premium, I am opposed to it. 

I am not interested in having our government create 
a rare numismatic item. I feel everyone should have 
the right to participate in the celebration by owning 
such a souvenir at face. 

I am also very enthusiastic about Herb 
Bergen's £0£ fractional currency idea. I would like 
to expand on it by stating that consideration should 
be given to issuing several $00 denominations of 
fractional currency, each with a different theme, so 
that many incidents of the Revolution can be shown. 

It would make an exciting set to have a group of £00 
pieces of paper money, just as the postage stamps are 
creating a group of stamps to cover a subject rather 
than only one design. A design contest might be worthwhile. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb • 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



THE NUMISMATIST 

Official Publication of 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Edward C. Rochette 
Editor 

P. 0. BOX 2366, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80901 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, OH 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for the opportunity of being able to express myself in regards to 
the forthcoming American Bicentennial of Independence. 

My first concern is with the support of President Herbert M. Bergen's pro¬ 
posal in this regard. I feel very strongly about his ideas and suggestions 
concerning a fractional currency issue to commemorate this event. Perhaps 
it is the uniqueness of the commemorative that excites me the most. However, 
a person could go on for hours promoting this particular idea. In addition 
to being unique, it ties in with our early history of both 100 years ago and 
at the time of the founding of our nation. 

The cost of producing such an item is most attractive and because of low face 
value, it is doubtful whether such a piece would attract counterfeiters so 
this should not be a problem. 

Facing reality, you must admit that it is not too likely that the piece will 
actually circulate. However, it should offer to the American public an exciting 
yet inexpensive souvenir of the bicentennial. It is a piece that can be offered 
to the public at face value and thus eliminate the possibility of charges being 
made of commercialism on the part of the government. The difference in the 
cost of production and face value should more than compensate for its issue. 

I believe that it would be impractical to distribute such a piece through the 
Federal Reserve system. Therefore, it should be a United States Note. 

I do not believe that this should be a mail order item but one made easily 
available through banks throughout the country. 

It is quite natural to assume that there will be countless private and commercially 
issued medals to mark the event, and therefore, consideration should be given by 
the Commission to officially sanction different medals and the possibility of a 
commemorative half-dollar coin for the event. 

Sincerely, 



EDWARD C. ROCHETTE, Editor ECR/jal 


CLASSICAL AND EUROPEAN CULTURE MUSEUM • UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

4 04 LINCOLN HALL • U RB AN A. 1LLI N Ol S 61001 i .1 1 7 ) 333 - 2360 DIRECTOR: REAR ADMIRAL O. H. DODSON, USN (RET.) 


September 24, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell 
Coin World 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

In regard to numismatic issues to commemorate the American Revolution 
Bicentennial, we were informed at the meeting of the past ANA officers 
in St. Louis that the ANA Executive Board would recommend just two 
issues—a reprinting for one year of the Fifty Cent Continental Currency 
and the striking for one year of a reproduction of the Continental 
Dollar of 1776. If we must accept just two commemorative issues for 
this notable occasion, then the above two y both historically and numis- 
matically constitute an excellent selection. 

However, I am somewhat disappointed that the ANA does not recommend 
the striking of a complete series of commemorative coins to be issued 
for one year only. 

Thinking of the U.S.A., in the span of recorded history no nation has 
achieved so much in so brief an existence. Today the U.S., with 6 
percent of the world's land surface and 7 percent of the world's popu¬ 
lation, has 50 percent of the world's hospital beds, 50 percent of the 
world's high school students, 92 percent of the world's bathtubs, and 
(although I am not sure this is a blessing) 85 percent of the world's 
automobiles; we produce 34 percent of the world's meat and have 45 
percent of the world's total wealth. We have been the most generous 
nation in history in extending financial assistance to underdeveloped 
nations and the most charitable and magnanimous nation in history in 
our attitude toward our defeated enemies, Japan and Germany, following 
World War II. 

This is really an incredible achievement. It seems to me that it 
deserves more recognition than could be gained through the issuance of 
two commemorative pieces. I would strongly recommend that for one year 
only the Government issue a commemorative One Cent piece, Five Cent 
piece. Ten Cent coin, Twenty-Five Cent coin, and Half-Dollar coin. 



Mrs. Marion Russell 
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A national competition opened to all American artists for selection 
bv the Fine Arts Commission of the winning design of each com would 
attract lively national interest and much attention abroad. These 
commemorative coins issued in great numbers and made available at face 
value would be so inexpensive that every school boy and girl collector 
around the world could afford to own a set. 


As you are aware, Canada recently issued a beautiful set of commemora¬ 
tive coins. I can see no reason why this nation with its wealth, 
prestige, and achievements could not and should not do the same. 

This set of commemorative coins along with the Fifty Cent Continental 
Currency piece and the Continental Dollar would be fitting tribute 
to the achievements of all Americans, past and present. 


Cordially, 


yu 

0. H. Dodson 


ak 



AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 
and MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Sept. 24, 1970 


Mrs. Marion Russell 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio. 45365 



Dear Margo: 


Thank you for your letter of Sept. 8th. Forgive us 
for waiting so late to answer it. We were waiting for 
the September issue of the NUMISMATIST which we still 
have not received. 

According to a ANA News Release , Mr. Bergen was 
to have an article concerning the Bicentennial. We also 
go along with one of his ideas. Our suggestions at this 
time, to commemorate the American Revolution Bicentennial 
in 1976 are as follows; 

1. A Commemorative 50Cent piece. Limited issue, for 
one year only. (Struck in Silver). 

2. A 50-Cent Fractional Currency (Regular issue) 
the size of our present Paper Money , with appropiate in¬ 
scription commemorating the American Revolution. 


We think they should be issued and distributed through 
the Treasury Dept, or the United States Mint. 


Thank you for asking for our opinion. Good Luck to 
you in your meeting, and always. 


Sincerely, 

Opal Morris and 
John H. Morris,Jr. 




Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47th STREET 

New York 36, N. Y. 10036 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 

September 2 5, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
Sidney News Bldg. 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

In reference to your letter of the 8th instant I must 
confess to you that I donjt quite know what ideas I do have re 
the American Revolution Bicentennial. T 

Ideally a commemorative half dollar would be excellent but 
the history of the commissions and the resultant speculation has 
made such a proposition a touch and go thing so I am not sure 
that it is feasible, (this must give you a laugh coming from a 
dealer). 

As for a medal, although such things are "hot' 1 now I 
wonder if same will be true in 1976 for in my many years in 
business the last couple of years hast been the only time, that 
there has been any activity in this series. 

I am sorry to be so negative but this is the best I can 

offer. 

Very truly yours, 

NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO. INC. 


Charlep M. Wormser 

CMWsdn President 

. 


Creators of Distinguished Nutnismalic Auction Sale Catalogues 












Camden Furniture Company 


CAMDEN, ARKANSAS 71701 


P. O. BOX 10 


PHONE 
501.835-5734 


September 25, 1970 


MANUFACTURERS OF BEDROOM FURNITURE • SINCE 1926 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
P. 0. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for the opportunity to give you ray ideas of what we should do 
numismatically for 1976. I appreciate your confidence in my opinions. 

I think the United States Mint should strike an official medal of the 
occasion. The same size as the larger presidential medals. This should 
be struck in both bronze and silver. 

Next, I am most interested in having the B. of E.P. issue a 50<? paper 
money commemorative bill. I suggested this during the coin shortage. 

It is a timely idea and could be issued for several years, bearing the 
1976 Bicentennial message. I think this should show a scene from the 
Revolutionary War such as Paul Revere's ride or the famous "shot heard 
around the world" painting. 

Then a 50<? commemorative coin should be issued, in the same metal as our 
present 50p pieces, but with a historic design of a patriotic nature. 

Margo, these are my ideas and I hope that you agree and can present them 
at the meeting in Washington October 1-3. 



M. H. Rothert 


MHR:pm 



Wm. A. Philpott, Jr. 

Dallas, Texas 

Commemoration With a Numismatic Relevance 

To commemorate numismatically the 200th Anniversary of the founding 
of the United States of America, the following suggestions are offered: 

Authorize the Treasury Department to issue Commemorative paper currency, 
during the key year of 1976. 

Since 1892 this Government has issued numerous coins in gold and silver, 
commemorating men and events,in the following denominations: $1, $2^, $50, 

50 cents, and 25 cents. 

There has never been issued a piece of paper money, commeaorating 
either men or events in any series or denomination, since the U. S. government 
began printing currency in 1861. 

Therefore, it is befitting and fair to expect paper money with a 
commemorative flair, to make its appearance during 1976. 

Regular Denominations Can be Converted 

U. S. currency already bears on the obverse many national heroes, such 
as Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Hamilton, Jackson, Grant, and Franklin, ($1 
to $100), The designs of these obverses could be continued, just as they are on 
our current notes. (It would not be necessary to issue the higher denominations - 
$500, $1,000, $5,000, and $10,000 - since none of these have been issued since 
the early 1940's.) 

So, the Commemorative message, on a series of 1976, would appear only 
on the reverse of the notes. Suggested is historical scenes, since the men are 
already pictured. These events could be: Signing of the Declaration of 
Independence; Convening of the First Congress; and other scenes of our "founding 
fathers," as they transpired in 1776. (This would eliminate other historical 
pictures, such as Discovery of America, Landing of the Pilgrims, Discovery of the 
Mississippi, the Su r re infer cE Gen. Burgoyne, and the like.) 
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Conspicious on the commemorative reverses would be the dates 1776-1976. 
These backs should be in green ink, conforming to the general appearance of our 
regular currency. 

No doubt the denominations would be confined to $1, $5, $10, $20, $50, 
and $100. These would be Rederal Reserve Notes, so that the obverses would be 
the same as they are currently. 

There might be issued a $2 and $5 in the U. S. Notes, in recent years 
discontinued. Certainly the recently issued $100, U. S. note, could be continued. 

Since 1976 marks the 200th year of the country, there might be designed 
a $200 U. S. note - of course, to go along with the recently issued $100 U. S. note. 

But the Federal Reserve notes, on their face, should conform to the 
current issues, thus causing no confusion with the everday public. 

The commemorative relevance should be strong on the reverse of all 
notes issued in 1976. Besides the prominent date, 1776-1976, and the historical 
scene, other differences in our 1976 currency backs could be devised by the expert 
engraving artists in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The commemorative 
notes should be printed only during the calendar year of 1976. Regardless of 
the number issued they would quickly wear out with use. 

It is about time to change U. S. currency with new designs, anyway. 

Since the series of 1928 there has been little variation: a variant of official 
signatures, and one different reverse - for the $1 Silver Certificate. Change in 
design is overdue. Metal currency (coins) are changed every twenty-five years, 
or more often. 

Fractional Paper Money 

A majority of governments of the world today issue paper in fractions 
of the official unit. The U. S, does not, and has not printed paper frations 
of its currency since the Civil War and reconstruction days. 

The fractionsl portion of a currency unit is desirable for many reasons. 

It certainly relieves the stress on metal money production. If there had been 



fractional values in paper currency during the early and middle 1960's, the U. S. 
subsidiary coin shortage and pressure on the mints would have been avoided. 

So, why not have fractional currency in the Commemoration effort? 

The denominations would likely be 50 cents, 25 cents, 10 cents, and 1 cent - 
four standard pieces. 

On the obverse of these could be placed four historic heroes, not 
already represented on the usual currency denominations. 

Fractional reverses could picture some of the buildings which we are 
already weary over: the White House, the Capitol Building, Independence 
Hall, U. S. Treasury Building, Lincoln Memorial, and, most assuredly, the Great 
Seal (front and back) of the United States. 

If Fractional Currency is proposed, this suggestion is offered: make 
the size identical with the current notes. Having twenty different sizes of 
Fractional notes during the Civil War doomed the experiment to failure. Think 
of the daily nightmarish job of the Bank clerk,as he sorted, stacked, and 
counted the various sized notes of the "shin plaster epoch." 

Fractional currency could be further adaptable to the commemorative 
idea: various colored paper and inks could be used for the four several 


denominations. 


sDh] international numi/matic collector/ociety 

P.O. Box 216 NEWTOWN SQUARE, PENNSYLVANIA 19073 


THOMAS W. BECKER 
President 


September 25, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World Newspaper 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

I appreciate very much your vote of confidence and I want 
to wish you all kinds of success with the ARB Commission. 
You have not asked an easy question. 

From my own experience, I would recommend a special proof 
set of six coins (silver dollar through cent) in a spec¬ 
ial hinged presentation case. A special mint set of the 
same design could be produced and offered concurrently. 

In all fairness, I must say that our American coinage com¬ 
pares quite unfavorably to the coins o'f many other nations 
I think it would be a good idea, therefore, if both these 
sets were commemorative of some historical significance. 

I think such a special set begs for a national competition 
among sculptors, and hopefully the designs will be selec¬ 
ted by a panel that is well schooled in history, art and 
numismatics. 

As for distribution, I feel it should be done on a mail 
order basis, with check or money order accompanying the 
order. Either set should be economically packaged but 
should include a pamphlet describing the sculptor, the 
United States Mint and the historical significance of 
the coins. Traditionally, U.S. Government issues have 
lacked the glamor and appeal found in general industry. 

A set such as the one I have proposed here, and.produced 
as a treasured memento of a very special event in our his¬ 
tory, should not be treated lightly. I honestly believe 
these coins will be held in collections for many decades 
as people who bought them reflect upon 1976 and all the 
events that took place during that year to celebrate our 
200th birthday. I am not only thinking of collectors, 
but even more important I am thinking of the general 
public. 
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At the same time, I think it would be appropriate for the 
Government to issue a set of convenient-sized medals m 
some kind of appealing album. Because of the high inter¬ 
est in medals today, such a set would hold considerable 
interest across the country. The medals would probably 
best be marketed in bronze, of high relief and with a non¬ 
proof surface. I would think no more than a dozen such 
medals would serve the purpose. The medals could be of¬ 
fered all at once (including the album) with an appropriate 
piece of literature. They could also be purchased individ¬ 
ually at a nominal cost for youngsters. 

We are all proud of our heritage, and of those people in 
our history who have gone before us and suffered the hard¬ 
ships and the daily problems that provide progress for any 
nation. It is certainly fitting that we produce a tribute 
to our energies and successes in creating this great nation 
of ours. With these thoughts in mind, I would hope that 
the designs of the coins and medals would be left to 
those professionals whose life works include the study of 
such things. Heaven deliver us from all the political 
machinations which could spoil 1976 and leave us all won¬ 
dering if our country was created with such tragedies in 
mind. In short, I hope Congress will leave the design 
and selection to those who can do it best. This is prob¬ 
ably more important even than the coins and medals that 
will undoubtedly be produced. 

I hope I have given you something to think about --my 
idea for the coins and medals is not spectacular, but 
rather simple enough to be effective. In art and educa¬ 
tion, tasteful simplicity seems always to be the wisest 
course. If there is anything more I can do, please let 
me know, and once again I am flattered that you have asked 
for my opinion. 


Sincerest best wishes, 

Thomas W. Becker 
President 


TWB/kah ' 






P.O. Box 5980 


Bethesda, Md. 20014 


S. a/\/{. U^ucjLax 


9/25/1970 


Margo Russell 
Coin World 
Sydney, Ohio 45365: 

Dear Margo: 

Sorry I did not get a chance to talk with you at the BEST 
ANA Convention I have ever attended. Hope the one in D. C. 
in 1971 will be as nice-we sure will do our best. 

About 1976, by then I assume we will have a dollar coin of 
some sort or other-if so, that will make a set of 6 coins. 

We can eliminateRoosevelt and Lincoln as they v/ere not of the 
period. We could still keep Washington, Franklin and Jefferson 
and place them on other coins, leaving 3 new portraits to 
make up the set of 6 coins. There are so many deserving men 
of the times, just where do you start. How about onewith the 
portrait of Lafayette without whose help we might have not been 
able to win the War. Why not a Naval hero like John Paul Jones, 
or one with a portrait of a Continental soldier, etc., etc. 

With currency we could start with a 500 note with a vignette 
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. We could 
change the reverses of the Federal reserve notes up to the 450 
or 4100 bill and have famous or historical vugnettes on them, 
such as we have on many of the early National bank notes. 

’Would be against changing the color of the notes. 

There could be no limit to what we could do with medals and 
mini-medals. The mini-medals could be made in proof and sold 
as sets or singles. Getting back to the coins I would like to 
see them go back to the older type of design rather then the 
more moderinistic designs which to me have no meaning. 

I am back of the rresident 100 % when he said that he would 
like to see everything less commercial and more in a historical 
vein. By that time I hope the Numismatic serice by the mints 
will be in full force so these items will be readily available 
to the public. V/ould also suggest that portraits and vignettes 
be only of those- that are known to the public at large and not 
only in a small local area as there will much pressure for this 
sort of thing knowing how things work in Washington. 


Sincerely, 


33138 


Mrs. ^nrgo Russell 
Editor 
Coin world 
Box 150 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 
hear Margo: 


Re: American Revolution bicentennial 

Most United States homes could produce a token, coin or old 
paper note. And almost every citizen will express interest in 
anything numismatic he has never seen. 

1 therefore surest a "theme" that would tie coins and 
notes to better known facets of our early history? To 
b ®f,? illustrate this concept, enclosed is a montage of the 1967 
faucial program of the American numismatic Association. It 3 

material with"*^ 0 blendin * F l° rlda ' a known types of numismatic 
activities' scenes representing Florida locations, people and 

Similarly, the ARB could create its montage. On it would 
“ omnld " currency and paper money used in the 13 original 

aolMMoA of PeCple n L^™ems W appropriatrtf the e yeari7v!t'* 

wnol^range of HaU ' d ~-d 

The theme" could have universal aoDlirat-1 nn Ji- .. 

ao an underprint on letterheads; aCparC of logCC'for S , ™ 

in * ™ at Se ? Vl ° e r ° r Week h neSCpapers Cf genera? “!rcuL- 

tion; as blow up to be used as back drops on Tv "Talk Shows-” 

Cnv P C?^ r ? : 33 P< T 13 r ° r libraries—in fact Cs all Sr 

y sual usage that could be conceived, even to calling cards. 

cent to everyone, and you have their immediate attention. 7 

Very truly yours, 


Allen Corson 

ANA,ANS,EAC,TAMS.-WA 

Box 38-261 

Miami, Florida 33138 
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September 25, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
COIN WORLD 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo, 

I have been considering for some time ideas of what our country should do 
numismatically for its 200th birthday. Here are some suggestions which I favor. 

1. A 50d commemorative paper money patterned after Colonial currency. 

2. A set of six Mini-Medals struck by U.S. Mint to sell @ 50£ each just as 
the Presidential Mini-Medals. This will enable every school child to 
have an official souvenir of this year at a nominal cost. Each one to 
tell some segment of our fight for independence. They should be struck 
in bronze and if possible, brass and aluminum, also. Priced @ 50£ each 
even the complete set of six would not be out of reach for many. 

would be 

3. A NEW design for the Roosevelt dime which H symbolic of our independence. 
This design has been in use since 1946 and is the only circulating silver- 
clad coin (our 50<J coin does not circulate) which does not tie in historic¬ 
ally with our American Independence. Washington and Jefferson fit very 
well so I would not favor a change. This would not be a commemorative coin 
for one year, but a NEW design for our dime! 

4. A national contest among American sculptors for an ’’official" medal to 
commeorate 1976. Medal to be struck in silver and bronze, under the 
direction of the U.S. Mint and sold through the newly established Numis¬ 
matic Agency. The contest must be very well publicized. This is incen¬ 
tive for the artistic sculptors and in a way, search for new talent: 

Winner, naturally, to receive some monetary prize commensurate with this 
type of work in addition to the honor. I favor a 38 mm size on this 
"official" medal. 

5 The four designated cities to hold similar contests for designs for medals 

but the distribution of these to be handled through the centennial committees 
of each city. Naturally, designs of these would relate to the rol6 that 
patticular city played so there could be great variety. (I notice that we 
collectors have over 90 varieties of 38 mm medals to collect from the 1876 
Centennial). Consequently, collectors of the future should be afforded a 
wide variety! However, I prefer the variety to come from centennial 
committees throughout our nation, because we will have many from commercial 
companies not connected with centennial committees; these produced merely 
to make profit. Therefore, much latitude and encourgement should be given 
to various Bicentennial groups to commemorate this event in medal in an 
official manner. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

VIRGINIA CULVER (MRS. JOHN H.) 

Board of Governors 

P.0. BOX 96, THIENSVILLE, WISCONSIN 53092 


I do hope your panel meets with much success in this first formal, working 
session. 

Be assured that I will be willing to help in any manner necessary to promote 
this important work. 



Sincerely, 



&yc, Sar, Qlosc, and Qliroal (Slinlcal {Associates, & .{A. 


efuilc lOI - f?20 gT pringlull (Avenue 
Q'lloLile, (Alabama 36604 ('J05) 433-256-i 


Maude Oil. QdParron, (Jr., Qll.Q. 
(Jacl {Ross {Rays, Qll.CD. 


(fact ©. Qjeager, 0>2,CZ>. 

CST. Sloyd Qraser, Qll.Q. 


September 22, 19 7 0 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 
Sydney News Building 
Sydney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

I was so pleased to hear from you. I've been thinking of you, particularly 
during the period of the A.M.A. Meeting in St. Louis. You are one of 
those special people who make meetings so very pleasant. Incidentally, 
from all I've been able to hear, the meeting was wonderful. I think our 
group was due this sort of meeting after the Philadelphia affair. 

I feel highly honored, Margo, in that you asked me for ideas regarding 
my wishes for the coins in 1976. I've been thinking about this for some 
time, but did not know that I would have a chance to express an opinion 
to someone who carried any influence. The only suggestion I have to make 
is that the image on each coin, as regards the obverse, be of the same 
design as that used when this particular coin came into existence. I 
hasten to add, when I say this particular coin, the particular denomina¬ 
tion whether it be the cent, nickel, dime, quarter, or half. I wish 
that we could do something about the dollar as well, but since we are 
having so much trouble with the Eisenhower Dollar, I hesitate to 
dream that much. I think in the regular date area, wherever it is 
decided to be on the obverse, the two dates, P776 and 1976, should 
be used. 

I've been asking around, but about the only suggestion I could get was 
similar to the one I'd already hoped for. 

I am a bachelor tonight; Jill is on the road taking Ann to school. Ann 
will be starting her work on her Masters in Home Ec. at the University 
of Tennessee. Before they left they knew of your letter, and both 
wanted me to extend to you their love. 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
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September 22, 1970 


I'd love to hear from you on some of your thinking as regards to the 
coins for the 1976 period. You know how interested I am in this. I 
repeat it was great for you to want my opinion and thinking. 

Kindest regards, I remain 


Sincerely, 



YEAGER. M.D 


JOY: uni 


MARGO RUSSELL, Member, ARB Commission, advisory panel, 

COINS &. MEDALS: 

"A brief from you with your idea of what our nation 
should do numismatically to commemorate the 
American Revolution Bicentennial. . 

FRED BERTRAM, Secretary, The Judaic Heritage Society 


This brief attempts to answer the above question without develop¬ 
ing supporting reason^ or technical considerations. The follow¬ 
ing points seem basic: 

1. A COIN AND PAPER CURRENCY PROGRAM. Since the American Revolution 
Bicentennial involves ALL Americans, nothing less than a coin and 
paper currency marking of the event should be considered adequate 
commemoration. Since changes in coins and paper currency will 

take longest to bring about, all other numismatic efforts should 
have second priority until the money part of the ARB numismatic 
commemoration is adequately blueprinted for consideration by 
decision-making authority. 

Reverses of all five U.S. coins should be redesigned for a 
1776-1976 theme. (Changes of all obverses would probably be 
too cumbersome even for a 200-year anniversary. Change of only 
one coin would tend to downgrade the importance of the occasion.) 
Coins dated 1976 should be issued starting in 1975, for practical 
and promotional reasons., Uncirculated and proof sets should be 
provided. ARB themes should be removed in 1977 issues. 

The ONE DOLLAR BILL should also be given over to an ARB theme 
AND color should be changed for the occasion. 

2. MEDALLIC PROGRAM. A single ARB medal should be produced by the 
U.S. Mint in several sizes and possibly more than one metal variety. 
While private industry might be able to produce a medal of finer 
quality than the U.S. Mint and might underbid the U.S. Mint for 

the prestige of getting the job, it would seem inappropriate not 
to have a medal by-the nation's own minting facility. There will 
still be plenty of room f-or private industry participation which 
assuredly will reach saturation proportions long before anniversary 

ROBERT WEBER. PRESIDENT f . , . < A n-r /■ 

thejudaicHER it^@\?ceirrY subsides towards the end of 1976. 

BOARD OF ADVISORS 

FOR THE MEDALLIC HISTORY 

OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE: 

PROFESSOR CECIL ROTH 
PROFESSOR MOSHE DAVIS 
PROFESSOR NAHUM N. GLATZER 
PROFESSOR ELLIS RIVKIN 
DR. ELI GRAD 



3. BOOKS. In numismatic discussions to date, nothing has been 
heard about one of the most important parts of numismatics - 
publications. Some simple publication(s) relating to ARB should 
be produced. An overall coin and paper currency ARB program 
would likely bring countless new people to the collecting hobby. 
People should have some guidance for maximum satisfaction. 

4. ARB COMMISSION FINANCING. I would like to see ARBC funded by 
Congressional appropriation. Any attempt to self support through 
medal sales might tend to color any medal program with which the . 
Commission might become involved. The temptation to "empire-build 
and the efforts spent therein might be more wisely channelled to 
aiding the efforts of those professionally qualified by experience 
both in government and private industry. 


ROBERT WEBER, PRESIDENT 
THE JUDAIC HERITAGE SOCIETY 
BOARD OF ADVISORS 
FOR THE MEDALLIC HISTORY 
OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE: 
PROFESSOR CECIL ROTH 
PROFESSOR MOSHE DAVIS 
PROFESSOR NAHUM N. GLATZER 
PROFESSOR ELLIS RIVKIN 
DR. ELI GRAD 


Randolph Zander 
Alexandria, Virginia 
Professional Numismatist 


You flatter me. I’m not so strongly commemorative minded. 

But let me ramble along on some themes that might go into your 
ARB's hopper. 

(1) It's a big occasion, and a solemn one. It should find 
a suitably important, yet impeccably dignified, commemortive 
numismatically. Basic good taste, the probable reaction of the 
more responsible and restrained element of 1976's public and of 
the public for decades in the future, and an old-fashioned re¬ 
spect and emotional commitment to the Republic must all prevail; 
and it would be a crying shame to let razzle-dazzle promotion 
make a Coney Island out of it. 

(2) A simple coin should suffice. A set or group would 
somehow be demeaning. The coin should be a dollar, preferably: 
otherwise a half-dollar. The dollar's more honorable; it's bigger 
it's mindful of the centennial so-called dollar. The half-dollar 
would mentally remind us of the 1936 commemorative scandal and 
debacle. The dollar's metallic content need not create a ruckus: 
simply make it out of an appropriate nickel alloy. Mint great 
supplies. Disseminate them through banks for free, as many as 
anyone wants. Make proofs, if you insist. But sell 'em @ strict 
cost - which I'd judge would be +_ $2.00 - $2.50. Let anyone 

buy as many as he wants. No falso scarcity. These coins are for 
the people on our nation's bicentenary - as many as the people 
are inclined to take. 

(2-A) If you ran a multiple series - a $50N, and all, as 
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in 1915 -I’m afraid you’d get into trouble. Legally I press 
you can’t mint gold. A full set of silver and nickel and bronze 
somehow strikes me as flamboyant. Americans were embarrassed for 
years about the Columbian - Exposition stamp series: on that 
occasion the Federal government let itself be taken over by the 
promoters. Moreover, a set of commems, unless we were really 
flooded with 'em, wouldn't circulate. They’d be "for collectors" 
right from the start. I insist again - numismatics shoudl serve 
and support the Bicentennial and it should itself lean over 
backwards to be more blameless even than Caesar’s wife. 

(3) If you have just one very widely disseminated coin - 
say a dollar - that’s no reason you need have no other numismatic 
recognition of so great a celebration. Medals are the normal 
medium of commemoratives, not coins. So have a fair and sensible 
number of official medals. Different sizes, different medals, and 
different orientation, e.g. 

- basic commem of 1776 - 1976 

- commem of Phila’s restoration 

- Declaration of Independence. 

- Big rally in D.C. Prexy Etc. 

- etc. etc. etc. 

Make these readily available in whatever metals (ormaybe just 
silver and bronze - that’s all normal folk need) to the public @ 

+_ cost. Again, no scope for private profit on this occasion. 

(4) Numismatic reaction to 1776-1976 needn’t all be production- 
oriented. Might could be the Federal government could motorise all 
kinds of outfits, like ANS, ANA, Carniegie Museum in Phil, Metro¬ 
politan, etc., etc., etc, to new special numismatic shows and 
exhibits. The Smithsonian's a natural. But most of these 
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retrospective shows will be broader than numismatic in scope, 
and numismatics should fit in. There'd be a great many "inter- 
disciplenary" chances for numismatics to contribute to retrospec¬ 
tive or exhortatory exhibits. 

(5) Private parties including stalwart like Joe Sepe & Co. 
and running on down to all kinds of opportunities will flood the 
market with 1976 medals etc. Joe's, I'd guess, would be OK - 
2/3 or 3/4 of the others would be trash. I don't suppose there's 
an y way for a public body to influence such private enterprise: 
but you just might give consideration to the problem. If a moon¬ 
landing can stimulate the amount of earth-bound medallic garbage, 
then think what 1976 will generate, unless some moral suasion 
is possible, at least partway. 





LEE F. HEWITT 
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"Let us track down your wants " 


RARE COINS 
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1616 WALNUT STREET • PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103 


RARE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 


Sept.22, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin or Id 

Sidney News Building 

Sidney 

Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

Had thought Karl would have some brainstorm, 
but have waited long enough to answer you. 
Frankly,I am sure you have everyone filled 
with desires for a silver commemorative half 
dollar. I would like to see a commemorative 
half dollar,be it silver or another attractive 
metal that is durable. 1hen it could go into 
the series and also be a souvenir of the 
Bicentennial. 

I also think a gold dollar sized piece would 
be nice,if the government would consider it. 

It should be sold so they can make a profit, 
but again it would be a commemorative. 


as to subject for a design, possibly from 
a few pilgrims to astronauts or space-showing 
the progress!?) from settlement until now. 
This is just an idea which may be could be 
thought about by you and the panel. 


Thank you for writing for our ideas. 

Bincerely, 


Catherine Bullowa(Moore) 




JOHN J. FOR D, J R. 

176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE. L. I., N.Y. 

September 23, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
c/o Coin World 
P.0. Box 1^0 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Margo: 

I have your letter of September 3th, requesting that I 
give you John's idea or ideas concerning what could be done 
numismatically to commemorate the 1976 Bi-centennial. 

I rather like Herbert Bergen's idea of a special paper 
currency issue, but the problem h^r^is to Incorporate the style 
and feel of Continental Currency our current laws regarding 

pap°r money. In order to convey a sense of the tradition of the 
original Continental Currenay, the notes issued for 1976 should 
have the "feel" ^^‘ appearalice of the original issues. This would 
some technical problems, but I think it could be done. I 
would suggest reproducing the Fractional bill issue of Feb. 17, 
1776, utilizing the $1/3, $1/2 and $2/3 denominations. These 
could be printed with the date altered to Feb. 17* 1976 and tne 
word PHILADELPHIA changed to WASHINGTON, etc. They could be 
reproduced actual size on modified curi^nc^paper the.size of 
our present currency. If the date and of authorization 

were not ta_.,be changed, thg remaining space left over from^re- 
? notes*, oh our pi 


producing 


present currency size could be 


used to explain the Bi-centennial. 

In conjunction with the Fracticn A paper currency issues, 

I surgest either a coin or a medal reproducing the Continental 
Dollar. This could be s+ruck SL the original metals, silver, 
brass, and white metal. Since a perfect facsimile would be de¬ 
sirable, the commemmoration and Bi-centennial commentary could 
be placed on the edge. 

Whatever is doneJ, must convey the flavor and spirit of the 
Colonial period. Whatdo not need are 20th Century versions of 
1776 i.e. the brilliant proofproductions of the various private 
minrs now in operation, etc.,etc. 

If these hurried thoughts appeal to you at all, give me a 
ring before you go to Washington, and we can explore them further. 

Good luck and very best personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Septembef 23, 1970 


Mrs. Mar go Russell, Editor 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 


Dear Margo: 

Thank you very much for your letter of September 8 relative to the 
striking of coins or medals to commemorate the Bicentennial of the 
American Revolution. Also, if I have not congratulated you previously, 
please accept this as belated congratulations of your appointment tothis 
important and historical Commission. 


As a suggestion, I think it would be most appropriate if both medals and 
commemoratives be considered to commemorate this Bicentennial in 1976. 
I would suggest that the Commission consider the striking of three medals, 
each to be of a diffv.r ent design, and available in both bronze and silver 
in appropriate cases. Also, of equal or greater importance should be 
the consideration of striking a commemorative half dollar or a set of 
three, each to be of a differ ent-design; also , a commemorative gold 
coin of either dollar or quarter-eagle size. If the Commission should 
recommend only one commemorative half dollar, I think it is most 
important that a gold dollar or quarter-eagle should also be issued. 

They could be sold in a nice case appropriately ascribed. 

I would further recommend that the commemoratives and the medals be 
sold only through the Treasury Department, similar to their handling of 
proof sets. I shall not venture on the quantity of both medals and 
commemoratives to be issued, but feel sure there would be a great 
demand for both of them. 


Hope you have a nice visit with the panel at your meeting next week. 
With kindest regards from both Adeline and myself, 


Sincerely yours. 



AEB:m 


MEMBERS: AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSN. LIFE 110 AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY - OMAHA COIN CLUB - OTHER LEADING NUMISMATIC SOCIETIES 
OMAHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FINEST NUMISMATIC SERVICE EXPERT APPRAISALS FOR BANKS, ATTORNEYS, ESTATES, OTHERS 



Melvin laid Apt. ID 
6701 Park Heights Ave. 

Lre. i urion Russell Ralto. Md. 21215 
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Coin World 
Sidney, OH 45365 
Hoar Margo: 

Sorry that I could not reply sooner,Hut just returned fro. Montral,whore 
I had bussinosG to do. 

Am sure that you are farailar withlllGTORY OF THE CENTENNIAL OF INAVGVRATION 
Of WASHUNGTON AS FRIST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, edited by CLARENCE 

WlNTHROP BOWEN, SECRETARY 01’ THE COMMITTEE, published by D. APPLETON AND 
COMPANY. Belei Vw that when it is all over that a similar volume should 
be printed for the BICENTENNIAL. 

Like wise beleive that any numismatic material that is struck should have 
the same reverse that should be designed by the committee and a fee should 
He charged to help pay for the committee's expenses.In this way it will be 
able to have control of material struck and a record thus will be available. 

It should be declared that unless this rx is used that the struck piece would 
not be offical. The tokem -_nd medal strikers should be notified as sorn as 
possible what arc the regulations. A1 must deliver "x" quantity to the 
committee. The Smithsonian should receive at least one copy of every modal 
■token struck. Poleive the following are the types that will bo struck. 

1. Offical,ob. « reverse,struck by the MINT of various events,a) events 
beforo the signing ,b) events during rovoltion,c) etrents after the 1776 


signing,d> events thru the years to (.ate 


2. Pieces struct by individual firms which will be sold ,a7thru store s,camiv^ 


etc-with no advertising;may have official reverseor some official statement 
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statmont making it an aproved piece. The designs will he the work of 
the company striking. ( It nay be wise if th>. co inittoo draws up a list 
of events as suggestions,ultho not limiting the strikers to these events.) 
These pieces wil.i be sold to puhlick. 

3. pieces ordered by individual companies and tho stikings paid by thorn. 

Can have advertising o n them,but to rave them an official piece,either have 
the official reverse or some statement sot by the committee to make them 

official issues.These pieces will be distributed at no cost to receiver. 

4. lieces struck for orignatios that arc issued by thorn and are a contribution 
by them to the celebration. They may soli thorn to tho public thru their own 

channels or giva? them away. 

5. Official souvenir modals. 

6. Commoraerativo issues,of1ical. 

7. Comrcrical tokens and store cards. 

8. encased coiage. 

9. Pin-back but ions. 

10. Badges. 

11. Is;u© G by foreign countries 

rrobably thero arc other clasrificati-ns that may not be included,eg 

watch fobs,day badges, jewroly and many other types. Just how far you 
wil want to go depends on policy. 

I am a poor one to ask as I could go on &on ,however, hope you got tho 
idea x am trying to point out.Any way I can assist,let no know. 


Sincerely, 





September 24, x970 


Dear I largo: 

I have nothing very profound to offer in the vay of 
suggestions for the numismatic oexebration of the ARB, 
though I am much pleased to make some brief comments. 

I had a feeling of emptiness when I finished the Hint 
catalogue, primarily because of the scope of our National 
medals. If we could use the occasion of the aRB to 
develop some substantive policy and law on the issuance 
of National medals, this would indeed be something of 
great value and interest to future generations of 
Americans. 

As you may have guessed, my starting point would be to 
put in the record the British review of the Mint Catalogue, 
which appeared in Coins and Medals Weekly, October 4, 

1%9 (a copy of which you sent me). This, I think, was 
constructive criticism. With the support of Mrs. Brooks 
and Mrs. Sullivan, (and they probably would be receptive 
to the idea) - the ARB recommendation on National 
medal policy would probably have smooth sailing in the 
Congress. Thera might be some kind of a tie-in with 
the new Numismatic Service of the Mint, whereby a limited 
number of national medals (like postage stamps) could be 
issued each year. Can*t remember the name of the Commission 
established during Kennedy or Johnhson’s administration 
but it has as its purpose the encouragement of the arts 
and sciences - and through this agency 3ome arrangement 
might be worked out to give recognition to outstanding 
Americans who have and are contributing to our National 
history and culture. Being a Royalist at heart, it could 
achieve the same results as the British queen's New Year's 
awards to outstanding citizens of her realm. 


To be more xpxxK specific, one thing wo could do is to 
round out the Revolution serios of Mint medals. Thought 
might bo given to actually making the first national 
modal authorized, but never made, for award to Washington 
for the action at Germantown. The Mint should add the 
Van Wert and Isaac Paulding (plus a third I don’t remember; 
for foiling Benedict Arnold at Host Point. Our series 
lacks a medal for John Stewart. I would also like to see 
the French medal on Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktown- 
ordered by Benjamin Franklin, also included in the series. 

all 

I would also like to have included in the Mint series, icny 
of the medals awarded by the Congress to individuals. 

I think I have mentioned this to you before - the medals 
such as those awarded to Admiral King, General Pershing, 
Admiral Byrd, etc. Some of the medals were released for 
distribution though societies (now out of existence)— 
for public sale. To as ure of the numismatic value of. 
the original medals, a current day mintmark, or "restrike" 
inscription could appear on a new issue of these medals. 

The Mint people know better than I the problems of putting 
out an entirely new series of United States coins. It 
would be great if this could be accomplished. 

As a parting suggestion, an issuance of the Presidential 
miniature medals, in proof silver - would elicit an order 
from me for the complete series - as a memento for my 
grandson. 

Wonderful talking to you, if only via typewriter. Keep 
well, and hope to see you one day, before old age really 
takes effect on one of the Mint’s older retired employees. 


Yours, 

■ a* 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Coin World. 


Alien Carson 
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Mrs. iVi aI »g 0 Russell 


September 28, 1970 


Editor 
Coin World 
Box 150 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 
Dear Margo: 


Re: American Revolution Dicentennial 


Most United States homes could produce a token, coin or old 
paper note. And almost every citizen will express interest in 
anything numismatic he has never seen. 

May I therefore suggest a "theme" that would tie coins and 
Colonial notes to better known facets of our early history? To 
best illustrate this concept, enclosed is a montage of the 1967 
official program of the American Numismatic Association. Its 
cover is a montage blending Florida* s known types of numismatic 
material with scenes representing Florida locations, people and 
activities. 

Similarly, the ARB could create its montage. On it would 
be tne common currency and paper money used in the 13 original 
colonies. The accent cameos would consist of the Committee's 
selection of people and items appropriate to the year 1776: 
Washington, Betsy Ross, Independence Hall, documents, and a 
wnole range of such material. 

The "theme" could have universal application. It would serve 
as an underprint on letterheads; as part of logos for numerous 
U3es; in a mat service for weekly newspapers of general circula¬ 
tion; as "blow up" to be used as back drops on Tv "Talk Snows;" 
as posters; as panels for libraries—in fact as all or part of 
any visual usage that could be conceived, even to calling cards. 

The "Grab Interest," is inherent, and provable. If every¬ 
one knows about Betsy Ross and Independence Hall, how many in 
100,000 could identify a New J ersey cent? But show a New °’ersey 
cent to everyone, and you have their immediate attention. 


Very truly yours 



Allen Corson 

ANA,AN S,EAC,TAM S,AVA 

Box 38-261 

Miami, Florida 33138 


Sept. 30, 1970 


Commentary by Lee Hewitt, numismatic publisher, 
founding editor of Numismatic Scrapbook 

Until the Bureau of Engraving and Printing becomes part of 
the Numismatic Agency, paper money collectors will be left out in 
the cold. Since silver certificates have been discontinued the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing is more or less a contract printer 
for the Federal Reserve System—so that presents difficulties for 
the BEP to make numismatic items available. The only area'of 
paper money left in complete control of the Treasury Department 
is the "United States Notes" which by act of Congress , May 3, 

1878, must be maintained at $346,681,016. The Treasury Department 
is currently meeting that requirement by printing $100 denominations, 
having discontinued the $2 and $5 red seals in 1966 and 1967. 

The Bureau could join the Service by printing some low demoni- 
nation red seals and offering them in sheets. Then, too, as the 
designs of paper money is entirely within the province of the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury--the "Red Seals" could be used as a commemora¬ 
tive vehicle. Another thought that comes to mind is supplying 
the serial number fans with low numbers, unuspal numbers, etc. 

In 1966, with the'A.N.A. convention scheduled for the hometown, 

I had considerable correspondence with Mr. Holtzclair, the then 
head of the BEP regarding issuing a wide margin, uniface $1 bill 
with commemorative wording in the margin for the convention. Noth¬ 
ing came of it at that time, but perhaps that correspondence might 
have had some influence on Mr. Conlon’s decision to issue a souvenir 
for the 1969 and 1970 conventions. 

So much for the possibility of the BEP joining in the act and 
back to the Mint Bureau. Among the possible "new items" that the 
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Numismatic Service could offer under existing conditions is minia¬ 
ture "bags." Personally I have no interest in coins in a sealed 
bag, full size or miniature, but I must agree with either or both 
Dick Yeoman and Chet Krause, which ever I heard the idea from at 
St. Louis, that a little bag of $1 worth of cents would be a big 
seller even with a $3 price tag to take care of specially printed 
bags, mailing, etc. 

If the Mint wishes to maintain its dollar volume as the world’s 
largest coin-dealer, it will have to recognize the necessity of 
occasionally creating a scarcity—or what collectors will believe 
to be a scarcity. The announcement that 1970 half dollars will 
only be coined for collectors gave a spark of life to a continually 
deteriorating Proof set market, despite the fact that the "collector 
coinage" will be 3 million "S" and 2 million "D" which is a lot of 
coins when viewed on the one to a collector basis. 

There are those that put up a pretty good argument to the effect 
that the coin market decline of the past few years was helped along 
by the Mint siphoning off too many millions 1 of dollars in too short 
a space of time...about 40 million dollars in a near two year 
period with the catch up of 1965, 1966, 1967 prooflike sets, plus 
1968 proofs. Especially so when that huge sum of money failed to 
produce a strong secondary market. 

Using three million Proof sets and two million Uncirculated 
sets (1970) as a basis the Mint is doing a $20 million a year busi¬ 
ness in these two items along which is more than the yearly gross 
business of most the really big dealers combined. Maintaining a 
year after year volume of that magnitude could very well turn out 
to be a neat trick without creating a scarcity now and then which 
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would trigger a secondary market and maintain speculative interest 
in the series. 

I imagine it would be difficult to convince the Mint that 
restricting 1971 Proof sets to say 500,000 sets was a good idea 
in the long run. Distributing 500,000 sets on a more or less 
one to a customer plan could be done by accepting orders only on 
an official application that had appropriate wording similar to 
that on the bottom of Income Tax Forms with added words certifying 
that no other person was applying for a set for their account, etc. 

I imagine that only the most reckless would order an extra set in 
the'name of their pet dog under those circumstances. 

The real solution—one that would maintain sales and at the 
same time give collectors a "new coin" every year--is to obtain an 
act of Congress permitting the Mint to issue a commemorative coin 
each year in the Proof sets, of its choice of denomination, event 
and design. With all due respect to Abe, Tom, Franklin, George 
and John and the possible justification of the idea of not changing 
the production pieces too frequently, from a collectors viewpoint 
long rows of those same faces gets pretty dull. Commemoratives in 
Proof sets eliminate all the old stock arguments against their issue. 


#### 



TOKENS 


O 





INCLUDING WESTERN COIN COLLECTOR 


October 8, 1970 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
COIN WORLD 
Sidney, Ohio 453 65 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you for your nice letter and the opportunity for Barbara and myself to 
comment about our thoughts pertaining to how our nation should numismatically 
celebrate its 200th birthday. We were about to reply when we learned that the 
ARB Commission’s Coins & Medals advisory panel meeting had been advanced 
a couple days. With too little time to allow our letter reaching you prior to the 
meeting, we delayed answering until we had thought more about the subject. 

You mentioned commemoration of the "American Revolution Bicentennial, climaxing 
in 1976" in your letter. Is that the "official" language for identifying this very 
special occasion? In this day of self-styled revolutionists, including the hippie 
or yippie element, we hope that no confusion develops about the type of 
revolution that took place to give birth to a new nation back in 177 6. In fact, we 
hope that identification of the occasion stresses the Declaration of Independence, 

War of Independence, and Independance Day. . .our nation's birthday. . .with 
reference to American Revolution in soft key! 

As for the numismatic ways to celebrate the 200th birthday, we sincerely hope 
that our nation leads the way in telling our own people and the world about this 
very special occasion. Private mints will be turning out a deluge of material, so 
here's hoping that the officials see a way to get the job done at the official level, 
such as: 

(1) There is talk about "letting the bars down" which have been against any 
commemorative coinage for years, thus permitting a commemorative half dollar, 
for instance. We don't think the occasion can be properly covered with a single 
coin issue and strongly urge a group of halves, or better, a full set of coinage, 
l£ through $1. 

(2) Herb Bergen's suggestion of a half-dollar paper note is a good one, but again, 

a single issue simply isn't enough. Why not a series of the most used denominations 
in addition to the unique idea of a 50<r denomination, matching the hard-money 
series of six pieces by the $1, $2, $5, $10 and $20 denominations! 

(3) With-the new-look at the U. S. Mint via the Numismatic Service, a series 
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of medalsshould be a natural, both in the 3"-size and the new low-cost 1-5/16" 
size. This is the place for in-depth coverage of the numerous personalities, places, 
events or occasions that need to be marked in this commemoration of the nation's 
birthday . 

But no single approach (coins, paper money nor medals) alone is adequate to 
reach all of the population and to, if you'll pardon the expression, "properly 
advertise" what a special occasion we're commemorating for all of the world to 
know about. 

As for subjects to be featured, we hardly know where to start, but history contains 
all of the details and a suitable group of officials should be able to make the 
necessary selections. We have a list of ideas, but haven t included it, as we 
doubt if that is within the scope of the advisory panel's recommendations. 

In closing, we would like to pass along a thought on a different subject. We 
like the idea behind the Numismatic Service and what it can do for the public in 
general as well as the numismatic hobby. Surely there will be a broadening of 
material produced and made available through this agency. And in this regard, 
we wonder about encouraging the BEP to produce a series of engraved pictures of 
all of the directors,much the same as the U.S. Mint has done with its series of 
medals featuring the directors of the Mint. We think a lot of the "rag pickers 
would truly appreciate this "fringe benefit!" 

Sorry to have missed the last two A. N. A. conventions, but hope to see you one 
of these days out here when we again have a large numismatic gathering, such 
as C.S.N.A. orN.A.S.C. conventions. 

Our best wishes to you and yours, and all of the COIN WORLD staff. 

(Cordially, 

•NKcVT- 

Dick & Barbara Hyde 


5232 Valencia Drive 
Orange, Calif. 92669 


(Bcflltfijiral £?anirij of Alabama 

WALTER B. JONES, STATE GEOLOGIST 
RETIRED 



Hmucrmtij, Alabama 

October 12, 1970 


Alabama ffluorum of Natural tSictnnj 

(INCORPORATED) 

WALTER B. JONES. DIRECTOR EMERITUS 


FREIGHT AND EXPRESS. TUSCALOOSA. ALABAMA 


Mrs. Margo Russell, Editor 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Dear Margo: 

At long last I am getting around to your letter of September 8. 
After all, it is just a little over a month from the time you wrote 
it. We were gone 22 days, and the most enjoyable part of the trip was 
getting home again. 

Since the earliest official coinage was 1793, unless you want to 
count the 1792 stuff, that leads us to the currency put out by the 
several colonies. Much of that stuff is so pricey that few numis¬ 
matists even know about it. It seems to me that some of that stuff 
could be reproduced or improvised in a series for paper or metal, 
particularly for collectors. That is one thing that our government 
might even make a little money on. I think it loses on everything 
else it undertakes. Instead of one commemorative medal, there might 
be a series to be marketed as singles and/or sets. Certainly a lot of 
carefully prepared accounts of the events of those days should 
accompany anything that is produced. A lot of numismatists have 
forgotten what is in the history books. We might do a lot for our 
country which would be helpful in these trying years of our existence. 

If I can think of anything further I will drop you a note. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 


Walter B. Jones 
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T R E A S l i R Y D E P A R T M E N T 

WASHINGTON 2ii 


OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 


COMMEMOR ATIYE C OINS 


Private groups have long followed the custom of applying to the Congress 
for permission to raise money for, and to defray expenses connected with, 
various types of state and national celebrations through the sale of com¬ 
memorative coins. Such coins must be authorized by special legislation, 
and in order to become law the bills must be passed by both the House and the 
Senate and be signed by the President. The Treasury Department does not 
handle distribution of these coins. They are manufactured by the Mints but 
are turned over at face value to the agency designated in the act of Congress 
to receive them. The Government exercises no control beyond this point, 
either over the distribution or the price asked for the coins. 

It. is not until the bills have been signed by the President, and the 
sponsoring agency communicates with the Office of the Director of the Mint 
to work out the details of the coinage, that we are in possession of the address 
where interested collectors may write for coins. 

The Department is not. in a. position to supply information relative to 
pending legislation. Until measures have been enacted into law they are sub¬ 
ject to change. It is suggested that you watch your daily papers for news on 
such bills, and after they have passed both House and Senate and have received 
the President’s signature, if the agency address still is not listed in the papers, 
then make inquiry of this office. 

No commemorative coins have been authorized since 1951 and none have 
been minted since 1954. 

n nailing list is maintained by the Treasury Department covering the 
issu'U ee - ' commemorative coins. 

Commemorative coins are not sold by the Mint. At the present time 
there are no sponsoring agencies (as designated by Congress) in operation; 
therefore, commemorative coins must be obtained from collectors, dealers, 
or elsewhere. 




